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Parishioners Be  y Hawkins and Tammy King with 
Chairman of Trustees  Richard C. King Sr , in front of St. 

Mark’s Church.

By Jack Toomey

The Montgomery County Police 
Department is investigating a series 
of hate crimes that have occurred in 
the area that could be the work of 
the followers of a neo-Nazi 
group based in California. In 
the fi rst series of crimes, two 
menorahs were destroyed 
at a home in the Kentlands 
area of Gaithersburg and at a 
shopping center on Randolph 
Road in Wheaton. A sign was 
also damaged at a synagogue 
at 11520 Darnestown Road.

During the second week 
of January, racial slurs and 
symbols were painted on two 
schools in Gaithersburg and 
two churches and a historic 
landmark in the northwest 
part of the county. Swastikas 
and the initials, W.A.R., were 
painted on the outside walls 
of Quince Orchard High 
School and Ridgeview Middle School 
in Gaithersburg. Then, parishioners 
and local residents discovered swas-
tikas and obscenities painted on the 
walls of St. Mark’s United Methodist 
Church and the historic Boyds Ne-

gro School on White Ground Road 
in Boyds and the Seneca Community 
Church on Berryville Road in Dar-
nestown. 

Montgomery County Police Chief 
Thomas Manger has said that there 

has been no known activity by W.A.R. 
in Montgomery County in the past, 
but the recent rash of vandalism was 
worrisome. W.A.R. is the symbol of a 
California-based group named White 
Aryan Resistance that promotes ha-

tred and a  racts the neo-Nazi type of 
individual. A police spokesperson told 
the Monocle that no suspects had been 
developed.

A recent visitor to St. Mark’s 
Church observed that the swastikas 

were still visible on the front 
walls of both the church and the 
Boyds Negro School that the 
church uses for Sunday school. 
The Reverend Timothy Warner, 
the pastor of St. Mark’s, invited 
a Monocle reporter into his li  le 
country church and said, “I 
think that we need to move past 
the shock and pain of it. While 
we are disappointed that it hap-
pened in 2006, we realize that 
there is still hatred present in 
the world. We know that since 
it happened in daylight that it 
was planned.” Tammy King, a 
parishioner, said, “I am appalled 
that in this day and age that 
people would have the audac-
ity to do something like this.” 

Ms. King believes that the church and 
school were defaced during daylight 
hours because a church member had 
been at the church earlier on the day 
of the crime and had found nothing 

Police Investigate Local Hate Crimes

—Continued on Page 12.

Local History
By Jack Toomey

During the late1880s, Daniel Baker 
bought a large parcel of land just west 
of the railroad tracks in Germantown. 
He improved the property and added 
on to the existing house and called 
his grand estate Ballincara. A new 
wing was added as well as an impres-
sive front porch, and it became the 
home of Mr. Baker, his wife, and six 
children. Mr. Baker died a premature 
death and his second son, Andrew, 
turned the place into an impressive 
country estate, adding bedrooms, 
porches, a swimming pool, gardens, 
and an orchard. The estate encom-
passed several hundred acres. As time 
passed, most of the property was sold 
off  into lots and only eight acres and 

the grand old house remained.
In 1949, Lewanna Dickerson 

opened a small nursing home in 
Bethesda but soon realized that the 
house was too small to care for her pa-
tients. She traveled into the country-
side and soon discovered Ballincara. 
Ms. Dickerson purchased the estate, 
moved her patients to Germantown, 
and called her new nursing home the 
Marylander Home of Rest. It housed 
up to forty-two patients in this coun-
try se  ing and many of her clients 
came from Washington to live out the 
last years of their lives. It appears that 
most, if not all, of her patients were 
women.

On the bi  erly cold morning of 
December 6, 1954 at about 3:30 a.m., a 
nurse, making her rounds, discovered 

a fi re in one of the patient’s rooms. She 
called the fi re department and tried 
to help evacuate the elderly residents. 
Sgt. James Furlaw and Offi  cer Henry 
Davis of the Montgomery County 
Police were on midnight patrol when 
they were notifi ed of the fi re. They 
were about a mile outside of Old 
Germantown when they realized that 
they could see a glowing red fi re in 
the distance. They sped to the scene 
arriving before the fi re department. 
When they arrived, they could see that 
fl ames had already engulfed a sun 
porch and that the fi re was spreading 
throughout the rest of the building. 
Sgt. Furlaw and Offi  cer Davis ran 
into the building and began carrying 

The Germantown Nursing Home Fire

—Continued on Page 10.

The Daytripper unearths another 
winner on Page 12. 

If you follow the Daytripper’s lead 
you might see Sir Harry, a devon 

steer. And that’s no bull.

A prominent local artist is profi led 
in Center Stage, on Page 14.
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Family Album

A veteran visiting from Walter Reed Medical Center 
saddles up at  Circle of Hope Therapeutic Riding, Inc., 

at Pleasant View Farm in Barnesville.

The men of Poolesville Beer and Wine aiding the planet.

Poolesville High School’s not-so-secret weapons.

The PHS cheerleaders reach 
new heights.
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Editorial

By Rande Davis

As a reader of the Monocle, you 
are accustomed to our approach of 
bringing you the news while celebrat-
ing life in Upper Montgomery and 
Southern Frederick Counties. We are 
happy to be part of this community 
and so glad to be living here, but we 
also know that sometimes the news 
is not always positive. Sometimes, 
the news makes us sad. Other times, 
it can make us angry. The news oft en 
amazes, shocks, and even confuses us. 
Once in a while, it can be downright 
stupid. Then, there are those times it 
makes us ashamed.

Rarely, however, can just one 
news story make us feel all of those 
things at once.

Our headline story about the inex-
plicable desecration of black churches 
with the revolting Nazi swastika is 
precisely one of those rare news sto-
ries. Upon hearing about the incident, 
and then actually seeing the pictures, 
all of those disturbing emotions come 
to the surface.

Such an event makes me wonder. 
Just how does this impact on our 
black friends and neighbors? It makes 
me angry, so I can only imagine how 
angry it must make them. I hope it is 
not something that they would come 
to expect. I am afraid it may not be 
as shocking to them as it is to me. I 
wonder, even hope, that it might just 
be one of those stupid things done by 
foolish kids rather than a deep-seeded 
act of racism. Then, you consider that 
it is obviously a planned and time-
consuming event, not just a random 

act of stupidity. Simple pranksters 
would be just too lazy to do all this.

I even wonder about the 
perpetrator(s). We don’t know much 
about them at this point. This much 
we do know. To be sure, they are 
ignorant and callous individuals who 
cannot even take pride in themselves. 
If they had pride in their prejudice, 
they would be open about it. Rather, 
they are more like worms crawling 
to the surface aft er an early morning 
rainstorm.

Perhaps they think it is funny. 
Most likely, it would not be funny 
to them if someone had desecrated 
something they consider sacred. Then 
again, they are probably incapable of 
holding anything really sacred.

Finally, I wonder, can anything 
good come of this? Yes, if the victims 
of this despicable vandalism are reas-
sured just how strongly the entire 
community is upset that some pitiful, 
thoughtless, fools sought to single 
them out in this hurtful way. This is 
the perfect time let each other know 
that we really are glad we are friends 
and neighbors. We join together as a 
community to say that the only true 
outsiders are those with the can of 
spray paint in their hands. 

Know Our Real Friends and Neighbors

The Monocle welcomes respon-
sible comments for publication. 

Please address all comments 
by e-mail or US Mail to the ad-
dresses shown to the right of this 
announcement.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Memorial Service Scheduled for Fred Stearns

A community memorial service for Fred Stearns of WUMCO 
has been set for January 28 at the Mt. Zion/Warren UMC 

Church at 21000 Beallsville Road. 

The service will begin at 11:00 a.m.
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Local News

A variety of area groups and 
citizens joined together on January 23 
to assist in a new therapeutic program 
to help those soldiers from Walter 
Reed Medical Center who have lost an 
arm or leg through their service to the 
country.

Circle of Hope Therapeutic Riding 
Inc., a non-profi t organization that 
has brought the joys of riding horses 

to countless children with disabilities, 
answered the call from Harvey Nara-
ngo, Recreation and Sports Program 
Director from Walter Reed Medical 
Center.

Community Continues to 
Show Support for 
Wounded Soldiers

Poolesville Town Commissioners have announced the winners of the 2005 
Holiday Decoration Contest. There are four categories: traditional, contem-
porary, townhouse, and business. Except for the business winner, there are 
two winners for each category for the east and the west side of Fisher Avenue. 
The winners in the traditional category are Robert Cissel, and Richard and 
Catherine Wyne. Winning the contemporary category were Frank and Louise 
Austin, and Steven and Tammy Lightcap. The townhouse winners were Tiff any 
Carswell, and Rodger and Jonnie Ferrell. This year’s business winner is Steve 
Goldberg of Hearthside Gardens and Antiques.

Winners of the Holiday Decoration Contest 
Announced

Mr. Nurango’s program is de-
signed to work with amputees to help 
them return to a fully active lifestyle. 
“Those soldiers in the program are 
commi  ed to bringing themselves 
back to as normal a lifestyle as pos-
sible,” he told the Monocle. “We have 
programs in skiing, running, fi shing, 
rock climbing, etc. and had been look-
ing at an equestrian program in Penn-
sylvania before coming into contact 
with Circle of Hope. This is great since 
it is so much closer to the hospital.”

The event was hosted by Suze  e 
and Angelo Bizzaro at their Pleasant 
View Farms in Barnesville. Circle of 
Hope uses the Bizzaros’ facilities for 

the therapeutic riding program. 
The Bizzaros and Nancy Hughes 
are members of a national organi-
zation, American Quarter Horse 
Foundation, which helps spon-
sor the riding programs for the 
disabled throughout the country. 
Soldiers and some of their fam-
ily members came to Pleasant 
View Farms for lunch, to ride the 
horses, do some rope lassoing, 
and to have some fun. The Rural 
Republican Women’s Club was on 
hand to provide the lunch for the 
group.
This event was just the start of an 

ongoing program that will bring sol-
diers out to the area on a regular basis. 
Those who would like to learn more 
may contact Circle of Hope’s Leslie 
Schear at 301-916-2040.

Lassoing was one of the activities.
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Big Board
Memorial Service Scheduled for 

Fred Stearns
A community memorial service 

for Fred Stearns of WUMCO has been 
set for January 28 at the Mt. Zion/War-
ren UMC Church at 21000 Beallsville 
Road. The service will begin at 11:00 
a.m.

Planning for 2006 Program to 
Support Music Program is Gett ing 

Underway
Through the extraordinary talent 

of Sandy Cameron, a fundraising 
concert is being planned to benefi t 
the music program for the Poolesville 
School Cluster. The Benefi t Concert 
Commi  ee is in its initial planning 
stages and they want to alert past 
sponsors and new contributors about 
this highly successful concert which 
will continue the Cameron Music 
Fund. More information will be forth-
coming, and those who would like to 
help or sponsor the event may contact 
Pam Green (301-349-2403), Roger 
Hayden (haydenrd@erols.com) or Hei-
di Rosvold-Brenhotlz (hrosvold@aol.
com).

Les Choristes
Finally, we don’t have to go to 

D.C. to see a French fi lm! Rated PG-
13, Les Choristes is the fi lm debut of 
Christophe Barratier. Set in the 1940s, 
the story of a boy in a strict boarding 
school where the new music teacher 
brightens up the place and discovers 
the boy’s musical talents is told from 
the point of view of the now-adult boy 
through the diary of the music teach-
er. January 27 at 8:00 p.m., tickets are 
$6.00 for adults and $4.00 for children. 
Call the box offi  ce at 301-228-2828 
or visit www.weinbergcenter.org for 
more information.

February is Library Lovers Month
Poolesville Library has a number 

of events scheduled through Febru-
ary with the theme, “Library Lovers 
Month.” There will be an adult raffl  e 
with fi ve winners chosen to get gift  
certifi cates from area restaurants and 
movie tickets to Regal Theater. For 
each visit to the library, with a book 
checked, the book borrower will be 
able to enter a raffl  e ticket for the free 
drawing. This raffl  e is open only to 
high school age and up. Children will 
be given a “Passport” at their fi rst 
visit in February. For each visit in the 
month, their passport will be stamped 

and with ten stamps they will qualify 
for a $5.00 coupon at McDonald’s. This 
program starting February extends 
through June. Throughout the month 
the library will be giving out Hershey 
Kisses and Hershey Hugs.

“It’s Showtime!”
Catch 1979 Academy Award win-

ner All That Jazz February 3 at 8:00 
p.m. Tickets are $6.00 for adults and 
$4.00 for children. Call the box offi  ce 
at 301-228-2828 or visit www.wein-
bergcenter.org for more information.

A Birthday Toast to Mozart
The Maryland Symphony Orches-

tra, founded in 1982, will be celebrat-
ing the 250th anniversary of Mozart’s 
birth with a concert featuring two of 
Mozart’s most famous works, Overture 
to II Re Pastore and Symphony No. 41, 
also known as Jupiter, on February 
10 at 8:00 p.m. Tickets are $25.00 for 
adults and $10.00 for children, seniors, 
and students. Call the box offi  ce at 
301-228-2828 or visit www.weinberg-
center.org for more information.

Free College Financial Aid Work-
shop

Is your child fi lling out the college 
applications? If so, get a head start 
on paying for college by planning 

to a  end a fee college fi nancial aid 
workshop. It will be held at Farmers 
and Mechanics Bank, 110 Thomas 
Johnson Drive in Frederick on Febru-
ary 7 from 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Call 
Stacy Collins at 301-644-4440 for more 
information.

JPMS Looking for Volunteers for 
Career Day

The highly successful annual 
Career Day at John Poole Middle 
School will be held February 27 and 
the administration is seeking indi-
viduals within the community who 
will volunteer to speak to the students 
about their particular career. The 
event is for eighth grade students and 
would be presented in ten- to fi ft een-
minute increments several times as 
the students rotate from speaker to 
speaker. The event will be from 7:30 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Those willing to 
participate should call Diane Ki  s at 
301-972-7980. 

Lori Defnet Ben Carson Scholar-
ship Nominee

Congratulations to Lori Defnet 
who was nominated for the Ben Car-
son Scholarship. She was nominated 
because she was the eighth grader 
with a 3.75 to 4.0 grade point average 
and the highest number of Student 
Service Learning hours.
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Parental control solutions
Virus removal
Adware/Spyware removal
Software/Hardware

We offer affordable rates and services provided by 
Microsoft certified staff. 2-5 day turnaround time.
11 years in business!

Drop it off at Corporate Network Services!
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The Humble 
Chef

By Maureen O’Connell

Several weeks ago, my toaster 
died. He was not a fancy model; he 
came from the hardware store many 
years ago. He had two slots and he 
knew his job; you dropped a piece 
of bread in his slot and it popped 
out golden brown. But toasters don’t 
last forever, so I went to Strosniders 
Hardware in Potomac to buy another 
toaster. Well, toasters have come a 
long way from my old one. Thinking 
I’d go a li  le up-scale this time, I se-
lected a large stainless steel one with 
four wide slots. It proclaimed that 
it could toast muffi  ns, bagels, slices 
of pizza and bread slices as big as a 
half of loaf. That it did; I never had a 
be  er toasted bagel. But, could it toast 
an average slice of white bread? No. 
I would drop the slice into the slot 
and wait and wait. Finally, it popped 
up. It was completely anemic on one 
side and pale tan on the other side. 
It would be lunchtime by the time I 
perfectly toasted all sides. I returned it 
to Strosniders. 

 The following week I was in 
Bloomindale’s and I wandered into 
the small appliance section. An eagle-
eyed saleswoman spo  ed me and 
swooped in for the retail kill. She told 
me to forget about a “mere toaster.” 
What I needed was a toaster oven, 
but not any toaster oven. It had to be 
a high-end one by Cuisinart, Krups 
or DeLonghi. The saleswoman said 
she had a DeLonghi and couldn’t live 
without it; it did everything. I had a 
toaster oven (I think everyone did) 
years ago, and I hated it. All it could 
adequately do was grill a cheese sand-
wich, and it was a pain to clean. We’ve 
all known people who have a dirty 
li  le toaster oven stashed in a corner 
somewhere. No one wants to eat food 
made in a dirty li  le oven. Well, I 
must have been in a vulnerable mood 
that day. I bought the $200+ DeLonghi. 
I am happy to say that the li  le Italian 
oven has made a believer out of me; I 
love it. It bakes and broils things for 
breakfast, lunch, dinner, deserts and 
snacks. It even toasts bread! Cleaning 
is a cinch with its Tefl on-like walls and 
it doesn’t heat up the whole kitchen 
to make one hamburger or steak. It 
is ideal for a small household. You 
can broil or bake a whole chicken for 
two people. What I like most about it 

while broiling something like a steak, 
there is not hissing grease fl ying all 
over the oven walls, as there is in the 
large oven’s broiler. It takes up a very 
small amount of space on the counter.

 I wanted to do more with my lit-
tle toaster oven, more gourmet items. 
When I was in Williams-Sonoma last 
week browsing in the cookbook sec-
tion, I came upon The Gourmet Toaster 
Oven (Lynn Alley); it was just what 
I was looking for. In this beautifully 
photographed book, the author off ers 
fi ft y gourmet breakfast, lunch, ap-
petizer, side dish, dinner, and desert 
recipes. I tried the following recipe for 
meatloaf. It is a li  le diff erent, very 
easy and delicious. Give a toaster oven 
another try. I think you’ll like it and 
use it for many meals. 
Turkey, Tarragon, and Apple Meatloaf
 Preheat toaster oven to 350 degrees
6 allspice berries
4 peppercorns
1 pound lean ground turkey
½ cup fresh breadcrumbs
½ large onion, fi nely chopped
½ Granny Smith apple, 
unpeeled,cored, and chopped
¼ cup fresh parsley
1 egg, slightly beaten (I used Egg Beat-
ers and it was good)
2 tabl. Chopped fresh tarragon 

1 tsp salt
¼ cup ketchup
2 tsp prepared mustard (I used Dĳ on)
Apple Jelly Glaze
¼ cup apple, or red currant jelly (I 
used apple mint)
2 tbl ketchup
pinch ground allspice
pinch ground cayenne pepper

Crush allspice berries and pepper-
corns in a mortar with a pestle
Place turkey, bread crumbs, onion, 
apple, parsley, egg, tarragon, salt, 
ketchup, mustard, and the crushed 
peppercorns and allspice berries in a 
large bowl. Combine all the ingredi-
ents with your hands.
Spray bo  om and sides of a small loaf 
pan with oil or Pam.
Place the mixture in the pan, or hand 
shape it and place on a baking tray.
To make apple jelly glaze
Combine all ingredients and brush the 
glaze mixture over the meatloaf.
Bake the loaf for about 25minutes, 
until nicely browned on top. During 
cooking, brush tops with more glaze. 

Serve with a mountain of mashed 
potatoes or scalloped potatoes. 
To Drink – Gewürztraminer - the 
spiciness of this wine will complement 
the apple and spices in the meatloaf.

A Toaster Oven Goes Uptown
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patients to safety. Davis was over-
come by smoke and heat and barely 
escaped with his life. Soon aft erwards, 
Offi  cers Fred Pearson and Marion 
Nicewarner arrived on the scene and 
Pearson made repeated trips into the 
home carrying out at least six elderly 
women. He was eventually found 
nearly unconscious and admi  ed to 
the hospital suff ering from burns and 
smoke inhalation. For his actions that 
night, he was later awarded the Medal 
of Valor. Over a hundred fi remen from 
Gaithersburg, Damascus, Rockville, 
Beallsville, and Bethesda eventually 
arrived at the scene and were able to 
extinguish the blaze. 

Four women, Sally Turpin, 94, 
Dora Ward, 86, Mathilda Koehcer, 
84, and Yates Duke, 74, all died that 
night. Twenty-one other patients were 
hospitalized. The next day three other 

women died at local hospitals. It was 
one of the largest fi res causing loss 
of life in the history of Montgomery 
County.

The investigation soon focused 
on a gas heater that was in the room 
where the fi re started. Tests were con-
ducted and it was thought that one of 
the beds, which was on canisters, had 
rolled too close to the heater catching 
the bed covers on fi re.

The state ordered a series of 
sweeping 
changes in 
nursing home 
safety aft er 
this tragedy. 
Mrs. Dick-
erson sold 
the property 
in 1962. The 
Marylander 
Home of Rest 
fi nally closed 

its doors for good in 1976, and the 
property sat vacant until 1980 when 
the estate was burned to the ground 
by the fi re department aft er a series 
of arsons. The property was sold to 
a developer. A townhouse develop-
ment now occupies the land where the 
grand estate, Ballincara, once stood, 
and where, on a cold December night 
in 1954, seven elderly ladies lost their 
lives.

“Local History” Continued From 
Page 1—

You should be advertising in the 
Monocacy Monocle.

Call Rande Davis at 301-349-0070 
for more information.
The Monocacy Monocle

P.O. Box 175
Poolesville, MD 20837
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In the 
Garden

“Li  le Sunspot” hosta.

By Maureen O’Connell
 
It is now almost the end of Janu-

ary; how are you doing with your 
New Year’s resolutions? Have you 
been seen more regularly at the gym? 
Have you cut out your aft er dinner, 
mid-evening ice cream and cookies 
snack? Trying to maintain a healthier 
life style is very admirable and good 
for you, but I’m talking about your 
resolutions for a healthier, more man-
ageable and more beautiful garden. I 
will start with mine, and then I’ll get 
to yours. Or, I should say, the ones I’ve 
decided for you. 

For over fi ve years, I have waged 
a ba  le in my backyard with The Tree 
and The Grass. Our house was built 
thirty years ago. The majority of the 
trees and shrubs have been growing 
for about the same length of time. As 
I have repeated many times, gardens 
live in a state of constant evolution. 
They go through life’s cycles as all do 
in Nature. Many of my plantings are 
now well past maturity. As this hap-
pens, gardens take on a whole new 
look, and one must look at them with 
a more critical eye. The once sunny 
areas are now deeply shaded, tree 
roots greedily go in search of mois-
ture, surface roots spread and become 
thicker and eliminate growth of plants 
and grass. My primary resolution for 
Garden 2006 is to face and correct this 
problem. The main culprit is the tall 
sugar maple tree behind the house. 
I will call him The Tree. As he grew 
taller and wider the grass at his feet 
became thinner and thinner, until this 
summer it completely died, leaving 
behind a muddy, soggy patch in wet 
weather and a dry, parched, cracked 
surface in dry weather. I sought the 
advice of several landscape design-
ers. They all had diff erent ideas. One 
suggested planting 1,126 pachysandra 
root cu  ings, rhododendrons, and 
assorted small shrubs and perennials. 
Meandering through this awkward 
space would be fl agstone and mulch 
pathways. It seemed very complicated 
and labor intensive, and I was dubi-
ous that the plants would survive, 
since they lay in the major run lane of 
Max and Sam. I hated to admit it, but 
the most logical solution was to cut 
down The Tree, the large sugar maple 
tree which held court in this contested 
locale. It had to go if I wanted grass 
to grow and survive in this area. 
Now, I have a problem with cu  ing 

down or disposing of any plant, tree 
or shrub that is alive and well. But, 
this year I’m doing it; The Tree must 
go. This Tree is no mere sapling. He 
is about forty feet tall with a spread 
of forty feet in diameter. Many a new 
homeowner with a barren, treeless 
backyard would love to have this Tree. 
Si  ing on the adjacent patio, sipping 
an iced tea with a sliver of lemon on a 
blistering hot July day, one is shaded 
from the sun’s scorching rays by the 
canopy of leafy, green boughs of The 
Tree. All year long the birds dine at 
the four feeders suspended from its 
slender, lower limbs. The squirrels 
use it as their jungle gym, and in the 
winter snow gently covers its cold 
boughs. I have vacillated about this 
decision for many a month, but I 
know It must go. Years ago, before 
The Tree grew too tall, it and the 
surrounding grassy area provided 
a green transition zone between the 
house and the middle perennial gar-
den. It was part of the sense of unity 
which played along and contributed 
to the larger scheme of the garden But 
now it contributed to turning this once 
lush, grassy lawn into a backyard scar. 
No, the die is cast. The tree care com-
pany will soon come and cut down 
The Tree. The ground will then be 
cultivated and made ready for Spring 
grass seed sowing. I will plant a more 
manageable specimen tree, and have 
green grass again. The life cycle of the 
garden will start again. Change will 
win out. 

Now forgive me my presumptu-
ousness, as I tell you what resolutions 
I have picked out for you.

How could you love a plant 
named funkia. You would prob-
ably recognize it by its name today, 
hosta. To paraphrase Shakespeare in 
Romeo and Juliet, What’s in a name? 
That which we call a funkia, By any 
other name would smell as sweet. 
In our grandmother’s day, hostas 
were considered very mundane 
plants. They were plunked here and 
there as accents when you ran out of 
ideas. Or they ended up on a sunny 
bank, where the foliage would start 
to scorch by the end of June. As one 
of your resolutions, I would like 
you to take a second look at hostas. 
They have come a long way since 
grandma’s day. Let’s look at them as 
individual plants and how they can 
be used to complement other kinds of 
plants in the garden.

Hostas are the fi nest ground 
covers for shady areas and one of the 
easiest for a long term and carefree 

garden. Mass plantings of several 
diff erent varieties of varying height, 
color, texture and fl ower look cool and 
comfortable at the feet of trees. This 
genus of shade lovers has seventy 
species, all of them from China and 
Japan. Wayside Gardens and White 
Flower Farm off er several that I have 
growing in my garden and I would 
heartily recommend. 

Hosta “Spring Fling” is consid-
ered one of the best hostas of the 

last decade. It has deep green leaves 
edged in bold creamy- white. Laven-
der fl owers emerge in early spring to 
complete the picture. It will mature to 
seventeen inches high and forty nine 
inches wide. Hosta “Patriot” is similar 

in color, but the foliage is deep dark 
green with pure white splashes, which 
can really light up a shady corner. 
Moving along the color spectrum, we 
have “Orange Marmalade’, a must-
have hosta. The leaves are bright gold 
edged in dark green . They are very 
vigorous and elegant. In this grouping 
of hosta, let Hosta sieboldiana “Super 
nova” reign as the star of the show. Its 
deeply puckered foot-long leaves of 
gold are edged in wide bands of blue. 

It is a majestic giant of a plant at two 
feet high and four feet wide. 

If you have never grown blue 
hosta, you are missing one of the 
most elegant of plants. To give its 
description justice I shall quote from 
Wayside Gardens 2006 Spring cata-
logue. “Simply the best powder-blue 
hosta in the world today, this Eric 
B. Smith creation is highly prized in 
Europe, but scarcely known here! 
Hardy to minus thirty degrees Fahr-
enheit yet very tolerant of heat and 
humidity, its rich blue leaves refuse 

to green out even in the dog days of 
August! Elegantly veined leaves give 
mature plants a quilted look. Large 
clusters of two-inch lavender blooms 

A Garden of New Year’s Resolutions

—Continued on Page 16.
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amiss. Later in the day the damage 
was found. 

Aft er church services, a Monocle 
reporter was welcomed into the 
comfortable home of the Driver family 
who live near the Seneca Community 
Church in the secluded community 
of Berryville. Roland Driver, a parish-
ioner, spoke for several generations 
of the family who were present and 
said, “Like 
everyone 
else at the 
church, 
I am 
disturbed. 
We don’t 
know if 
it was a 
prank or 
not, we 
just [want 
them 
identi-
fi ed].” He 
added that 
several in-
dividuals 
and other 
churches 
are con-
tributing 
to the reward fund. A neighbor who 
did not want to be identifi ed for pub-
lication commented, “We haven’t had 
this before; everyone gets along great 
down here.” This reporter, familiar 
with the back roads of Montgomery 
County, noted that both churches are 
in secluded communities about ten 
miles apart, both churches accommo-
date predominantly African American 
congregations, and that several other 
churches in between the two churches 
were not vandalized.

Daniel Shea, the principal of 
Quince Orchard High School whose 
school was defaced with ugly racial 
graffi  ti, told the Monocle, “On behalf of 
Quince Orchard, these crude and pro-
fane scrawlings are a slap in the face 
to the hard work accomplished daily 
to make things be  er in our commu-
nity. We will cooperate fully with the 
investigation and look forward to [ 
quick arrests].”

A source close to the investigation 
told the Monocle that leads were being 
pursued, and that the public was sup-
plying helpful tips.

The police are asking for the help 
of the public to identify the persons 
who were responsible for these 

“Hate Crimes Investigated” 
Continued From Page 1—

crimes. The Hate Crime Tipster Fund 
has been activated and anyone who 
has information about the incidents 
can call Crime Solvers at 1-866-411-
8477. The Hate Crime Fund will pay 
a cash reward of up to $2,000 for 
information leading to the arrest of 
the persons responsible. An additional 
$2,000 reward was off ered by a Gaith-
ersburg church. Citizens can also call 
the detective offi  ce at 301-840-2347.

The vandalized Boyds Negro School.

The gardens at Gunston Hall.

By Dominique Agnew

Gunston Hall, the home of George 
Mason, author of America’s fi rst Bill 
of Rights, stands as a beautiful testa-
ment to the colonial plantations that 
were the backbone of the nation and 
the classical thinking of the founders 
of the United States. Located south 
of Washington, D.C. in Mason Neck, 
Virginia, the mansion is the focal point 
of the grounds of the property which 
overlook the Potomac River like its 
contemporary, Mount Vernon, to the 
north. 

Upon arrival at Gunston Hall 
Plantation, visitors enter through a 
modern building called the Ann Ma-
son Visitor Center. Inside, visitors can 
take in a short fi lm and visit the Mu-
seum Shop. The walk from the Visitor 
Center to George Mason’s home along 
the magnolia-lined path takes visi-
tors back in time. While much of the 
plantation is designed for self-guided 
tours, every half hour, a docent off ers 
an informational guided tour of the 
mansion.

The guided tour speaks on many 
levels and time periods: how the 
Masons lived, the uses of the rooms 
during George Mason’s residency, the 
changes that have occurred over the 
past two centuries, and what is being 
done now to restore and authenti-
cally refurbish Gunston Hall. Natu-
rally, many interesting comparisons 
are made to Mount Vernon, and, of 
course, between George Mason and 
George Washington.

With the substantial grounds and 
the numerous outbuildings, Gunston 
Hall Plantation makes an appealing 

Gunston Hall

outing for visitors of all ages, even if 
it means a gentle walk through the 
unspoiled woods or through the box-
wood gardens to the river. Children 
frequently fi nd it interesting to see 
how their peers lived centuries ago, 
and George Mason raised his nine 
children in the home, so children’s 
lifestyles are an important part of the 
tour.

Throughout the year, special 
events occur of varying interest. For 
example, on Monday, February 20, 
Presidents’ Day, admission is only 
$1.00 per person. The website off ers 
information on the calendar of events 
and a printable online coupon for a 
discount on admission. A few of these 
require advance registration. Know 
anyone looking for that unique venue 
for a wedding or other special event? 
The grounds at Gunston Hall could be 
the place. Visit www.gunstonhall.org 
for more information. 

—Continued on Page 20.
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One of Dean Wroth’s works which is displayed in 
Total Autmotive and Diesel Service.

Center Stage

By Dominique Agnew

More than likely, anyone who has 
been around Poolesville for any length 
of time has seen a painting by Dean 
Wroth. If not a painting, then some 
of the frequent subjects and inspira-
tions for Dean’s works can certainly be 
found in and around Poolesville. Ever 
popped into Healthworks or peered in 
through the large windows? It’s hard 
to miss the colorful murals—they’re 
her work. Checked out a book in the 
Poolesville library? The watercolor on 
the wall behind 
the copier was 
painted by 
Dean. Had to 
have your car 
serviced at To-
tal Automotive 
and Diesel (the 
new location)? 
Yep, those are 
her watercol-
ors, and the 
painting of the 
old location 
was commis-
sioned by Tad 
and Lynne Bod-
mer for Dean 
to paint from 
a 1952 photo-
graph. “Her 
paintings are just incredible,” says 
Lynne Bodmer who hopes to some 
day have Dean do a mural on the 
walls in their new waiting area. Lynne 
adds that many people who enter the 
business are simply drawn to them. 
Older customers who have lived in 
the area for a long time especially 
recognize some of the old structures 
that no longer exist. “It sparks a lot of 
conversation,” says Lynne.

Like the Bodmers, Dean Wroth 
was born and raised in Poolesville, 
and her family has been in the 
Poolesville area for generations. She 
always loved to draw, “ever since I 
can remember,” she says, and she 
claims it must be in the genes. One of 
her grandmothers used to write and 
illustrate li  le stories for the grand-
children, and her siblings are also 
artistic. Of course, the genes were 
passed down to her daughters, al-
though they chose to express their cre-
ativity through dance: Sarah dances 
for the Boston Ballet and Mary Kate is 
now a  ending the Indiana University 
Ballet Theater. Both daughters love to 
do artwork, but Dean says they’re not 

passionate about it. 
Aft er Dean graduated from 

Poolesville High School, she a  ended 
Marie  a College in Ohio where she 
earned a degree in fi ne arts. From the 
time of her return to Poolesville aft er 
earning her degree until she became 
pregnant with Mary Kate, nearly 
twenty years ago, she worked for the 
Montgomery County Recreation De-

Variety Is the Spice of Art

—Continued on Page 15.
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partment. In charge of the countywide 
class program, she hired teachers for 
the whole county and procured mate-
rials for the classes.

When she left  that position, she 
decided to freelance. Since then she 
has received commissions in all sorts 
of media and has really enjoyed the 
variety. “I take what comes my way,” 
she says. Some of the things that have 
come her way include calligraphy, 
portraiture, mural work, decorative 
painting in homes, book illustrations, 
bas relief, and sculpting. “It keeps it 
interesting,” she adds. “No two proj-
ects are alike for me.” 

Dean’s fi rst mural is seen every 
year by thousands of visitors to the 
Montgomery County Fair. In 1990, 
Dean and a few volunteers painted 
the mural on the Ag Center. Painted 
on cinder block to a very large scale, 
it was a bit of a challenge. Aft er it was 
designed in pen and ink, it was then 
drawn on the wall using overhead 
projectors one night. The whole mural 
was done in two weeks. 

Another series of murals, vis-
ible to the public, was done with 
Donna Bonovia who is no longer in 
Poolesville. At the professional center 
in Quince Orchard, under Fuddruck-
er’s, there are a half dozen murals de-

picting various country themes, some 
of which are inspired by Poolesville. 
“I love the pastoral scenes around 
Poolesville,” she explains. “I think 
[that] during our lifetime, it will be 
gone.” Sugarloaf Mountain ranks as 
one of her favorites. She has also used 
old photos of Poolesville scenes that 
no longer exist for her paintings, tak-
ing artistic license with the colors of 
buildings. She is grateful to Dorothy 
Elgin for having given her the photos.

The illustrations she painted in 
watercolor for children’s books are 
especially beautiful and vivid, but this 
time they’re not about Poolesville. The 
children’s books Dean has illustrated 
center around Charleston, South Caro-
lina. The author, Ruth Paterson Chap-
pell (along with her sister Bess Pater-
son Shipe on one of the books), was a 
friend of Mary Ann Kephart from the 
University of Maryland. Says Mary 
Ann Kephart, “I’ve known [Dean] 
all her life.” In one of the books, The 
Mysterious Tail of a Charleston Cat: A 
Tour Guide for Children of All Ages, the 
cat was modeled on Mary Ann’s cat. 
“That’s of great signifi cance,” Mary 
Ann adds. “Dean photographed the 
cat in all these poses—he was a real 
ham.” Interestingly, the Kepharts live 
in the house that belonged to Dean’s 
paternal grandmother, where she 
grew up, and Dean has lived in her 
other grandparents’ home, just down 

the street, since a li  le while aft er 
marrying. Says Dean, “My life is so 
rich from having my grandparents so 
close.”

Of illustrating, Dean remarks on 
how interesting it was to work with 
the publishers and what a great learn-
ing process it proved to be, but then 
she adds that everything she does 
ends up being a learning experience. 
She frequently researches subjects 
before painting whether it be a bibli-
cal scene or a mural with a Wizard of 
Oz theme. She works with a design 
consultant, Arlene Vlasic, out of Ger-
mantown for whom she usually does 
decorative painting and murals or 
painting furniture in clients’ homes. 

While Dean is busy, she’s not so 
busy that she’s unable to help care for 
her mother who is in an assisted living 
facility in Frederick. “I’m pre  y much 
busy all of the time,” she explains, “if 
I’m not busy, it’s for a reason.” Like-
wise, she has found the opposite to 
be true, “If I have a need, then I just 
pray.”

There are still some subjects she 
has not yet painted that she hopes to 
do in the future—ballet pictures, for 
example. She also hopes to do more 
portraiture, but nonetheless, she is 
pleased with the variety of all the proj-
ects that have come her way. “Variety 
is the spice of life,” she laughs.

“Center Stage”Continued From 
Page 14—

Things 
To 
Do

January 26
Storytime – Three 
to Six
Stories, fi nger 
play, and music
Children ages 
three to six
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Mid-Winter Blues
Tarara Winery – Leesburg
Blues/Jazz 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
January 30 
Book Discussion Poolesville Library
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini
7:30 p.m.
January 31
Storytime
Poolesville Library
Family Storytime Stories, fi nger play, 
and music. 7:00 p.m.
February 9
Storytime – CUDDLE UPS 
Poolesville Public Library
Stories, fi nger play, music
Babies to 23 months
10:30 a.m.
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top the foliage in early summer.” Now 
that sounds like a plant that would 
enjoy Monocacy summer weather. It 
is called Hosta “Camelot.” Blue has 
a cooling and relaxing eff ect in any 
garden se  ing, but in shady areas, it 
provides a refreshing tingle. Another 
good blue hosta is “Blue Angel.” It has 
huge heavily textured leaves and tall 
blue fl ower spikes. You’ll never see a 
pre  ier hosta than “Fragrant Blue.” 
This winner of four major awards 
from the American Hosta Society of-
fers very wide yellow-green to cream 
margins on bluish-green leaves. To 
complete this all hosta shade garden, 
intersperse along the front of the 
border these two diminutive hostas, 
“Li  le Aurora” and “Li  le Sunspot.” 
Aurora has fi nely-cupped and puck-
ered golden leaves with pale lavender 
fl owers. Sunspot, a sport of Aurora, 
brightens the border with clear but-
ter-yellow foliage with irregular green 
margins. Each grows six inches high 
and eight to twelve inches wide and 
they neatly tie together the front of the 
border. 

If you would like to sca  er some 
complementary plants amongst the 

“Resolutions” Continued From 
Page 11—

hosta, the following would be suitable 
companions. I fi nd that perennials 
of pink or mauve tint look the best 
against the deep greens and golds 
of the hostas. The taller cranesbills, 
the true geraniums, off er several 
that would look smashing. ‘Patricia’ 
is a compact, vigorous grower that 
produces magenta fl owers from late 
spring to fall. ‘Johnson’s Blue’ would 
be another good choice. I have also 
placed astilbes, ferns, white bleeding 
heart and digitalis in the hosta garden 
with wonderful eff ects. Stick to colors 
of white, shell pink and strawberry for 
a soothing, cool look. 

For your second resolution, I 
want you to take a good look at your 
garden with a critical eye. Pay par-
ticular a  ention to shrubs and trees. 
Have they become too tall and wide 
for their location? Are they more a 
distraction than an a  raction? Would 
your garden look be  er without 
them? Now in this time of lull in the 
garden, start thinking about what you 
would like to see in your garden this 
spring. 

Next issue, we’ll take a look at the 
2006 Spring Garden catalogues and 
see what is new and exciting for our 
Monocacy gardens. 
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By Jack Toomey

Present
Police are reminding citizens to 

take these crime-fi ghting hints dur-
ing the days of early darkness and 
inclement weather: If you are out for 
the evening or traveling, make your 
house looks like someone is home by 
leaving on lights, ge  ing an automatic 
timer for lights, keeping a car in your 
driveway, and asking a neighbor to 
watch your home. If it snows, ask a 
trusted neighbor to shovel your walk 
and driveway, and make sure you 
have your mail and newspaper deliv-
ery stopped.

Theft s from parked vehicles are 
occurring again in southern Freder-
ick County. The Frederick County 
Sheriff ’s Department has issued these 
safety tips which can be used by citi-
zens anywhere:
Always lock your car doors and take 
the keys.
Never hide a spare key on the vehicle.
If you have a garage, use it.
Park in well-lighted areas.
Do not leave valuables in plain sight.

Montgomery County Police 
detectives are investigating a series of 
hate crimes that have occurred in the 
county lately. Two menorahs, one in 
Kentlands and the other on Randolph 
Road, were vandalized, and a sign at a 
synagogue at 11520 Darnestown Road 
was damaged. In addition, swastikas 
were painted on the walls of the Sen-
eca Community Church on Berryville 
Road, St. Mark’s Methodist Church in 
Boyds, the old Boyds Negro School in 
Boyds, Quince Orchard High School, 
and Ridgeview Middle School. Police 
do not know if all of the crimes are 
connected. A reward of $2,000 is being 
off ered for the identifi cation of the 
culprits. People with information can 

Police Blott er
Past and Present

call Crime Solvers at 1-866-411-8477.
Residential burglary. 15500 block of 

Suglarland Road, Poolesville, between 
December 18, 2005 and December 31, 
2005. Forced entry to a home, property 
taken.

Past
January 24, 1930. William Dorsey, 

69, the father of twenty-fi ve children, 
was charged with failing to support his 
children. When offi  cers went to arrest 
him, they found a twenty-fi ve gallon 
still on his property near Gaithersburg, 
Maryland.

January 30, 1909. Fire broke out 
about midnight at the livery stable and 
barn of Benjamin F. Hicks near Boyds. 
It was reported that the entire structure 
was burned down with its contents 
– tons of hay, barley, six vehicles, and 
two driving horses. Where the fi re 
originated, oil was found to have been 
poured on the boards, right at the man-
gers of the valuable horses. The motive 
for the fi re is believed to lie in the fact 
that Mr. Hicks is a strong supporter of 
the local option law, and it is known 
that he has been threatened.

January 31, 1930. Forces num-
bering more than one hundred men 
continued work throughout the night 
aft er a busy day in keeping the main 
roads of Montgomery County clear 
of large drift s of snow, although vari-
ous back roads off ered considerable 
handicaps to motorists and pedestri-
ans.

February 4, 1906. William Davis 
has been lodged in the Rockville 
jail to answer a charge of horse and 
buggy stealing. William White, a 
well-known farmer in the vicinity 
of Buck Lodge, is the victim of this 
thievery.

February 6, 1969. Kenneth Wil-
liam Clark, a fi ft een-year-old high 
school student, was indicted by the 
Montgomery County grand jury on 
four counts of murder in the slay-
ing of his mother, brother, and two 
sisters at their home in Rockville. 

February 7, 1953. Fire depart-
ment offi  cials revealed that they were 
investigating the possibility of arson 
in the $20,000 fi re which leveled 
two buildings and damaged several 
others in the business section of 
Poolesville, Maryland.

School 
News

Parents and School Admin-
istration Meet to Discuss 

New Magnet Program
One hundred and twenty-six par-

ents a  ended a meeting at Poolesville 
High School on January 17 to be 
advised of the process and prospects 
for the development of a new Whole 
School Magnet Program (WSMP) 
program at PHS.

This parent meeting followed 
testimony by Upcounty High School 
Magnet Group representative, En-
rique Zaldivar, recommending the 
program to the Montgomery County 
Board of Education on January 12, 
2006.  Representing the Commis-
sioners of Poolesville at this meeting, 
Jerry Klobukowski spoke in support 
on behalf of the town government for 
the new magnet program.  “As I have 
stated in the past, the real purpose of 
these budgets and meetings is to help 
prepare our students for the future by 
the opportunity to succeed.  I would 

ask that the board recognize, support, 
and implement this recommenda-
tion.”

The Whole School Magnet means 
that classes will be provided for stu-
dents at all levels.  Unlike the Engi-
neering Academy and the Teaching 
Academy, testing to get into the PHS 
Magnet Program will be required.  
However, students who have not 
tested to get into the PHS Magnet will 
have the opportunity to take some of 
the magnet courses off ered if they are 
otherwise qualifi ed.

The parents were cautioned 
to understand that while MCPS is 
proceeding to develop a program and 
budget, they should not confuse this 
for approval.  That will come with the 
budget approval in April.  Through 
January, staff  will hold meetings to 
outline the development of the pro-
gram.  The BOE received an offi  cial 
presentation by PHS cluster coordina-
tor, John Leach, on January 17.  

The new magnet program is tar-
geted to begin in the 2007-08 calendar 
year.  It will feature special education-
al programs that concentrate on math, 
science, computer science, humanities, 
and global ecology.  

Since the beginning of the 2005-
2006 school year, the Poolesville 
Elementary School PTA has been 
diligently working to raise $20,000 for 
new playground equipment to replace 
equipment that has been in use since 
the construction of the school in the 
1950s. Presently, the playground is 
generally used by the third, fourth, 
and fi ft h graders as they have recess at 
the same time as the younger grades 
who play on the playground near Cat-
tail Road. The obvious question cen-
ters around the notion that Montgom-
ery County Public Schools (MCPS) 
should replace the equipment. Well, 
they will—in 2014. According to PTA 
president Lisa Dominici, MCPS has 
a set budget for playground equip-
ment of $65,000 per year to be dis-
bursed over more than 125 elementary 
schools in the county—that doesn’t 
go very far, especially if there is new 
construction where the need is greater.

At this point, the PTA has raised 
$11,000 since September in it eff orts 
to come up with funds. “We have 
done a lot,” proclaims Lisa Dominici. 

PES PTA Proposes 
PlaygroundThe advantages for this new pro-

gram to be at Poolesville are tied to the 
high quality of existing programs, a 
transportation system already in place, 
and an acknowledgment that PHS is 
projected to have a decline in student 
population without this program.

A goal is for a parent and com-
munity steering commi  ee to publish 
program off erings and a capital budget 
feasibility study.  This will take place 
from February through April so that it 
will be ready in May to begin the bud-
get approval process.

The question and answer period 
helped to enlighten the parents on 
many of their concerns.  The parents 
were assured that the budgeting for 
the Global Ecology Studies Program 
(GESP) would not be aff ected although 
there may be some slight changes to 
the program.  The parents were fur-
ther reassured that staff  commitment 
to GESP would be there to maintain 
its quality.  The Engineering Academy 
may be combined with some of the 
math/science/computer “pathways.”  

The issue of overcrowding was 
addressed, and there was an acknowl-
edgment that in the short run portable 
classrooms may be needed.  

 —Continued on Page 19.
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Apart from the usual fundraisers of 
selling wrapping paper and the book 
fairs, the PTA has organized a sale of 
Yankee Candles, a yard sale last Oc-
tober, a family movie night, a family 
fun night, and an unusual one called 
REACH week. In REACH week, stu-
dents sent out le  ers to people outside 

of the community to garner pledges 
for reading. Students were encour-
aged to read three hundred minutes 
during the week. One student sent a 
le  er to Greece for help in the fund-
raising.

On Monday, January 9, Lisa 
Dominici came before the Commis-
sioners of Poolesville asking the Town 
of Poolesville to provide the remain-
ing $9,000. Says Lisa Dominici, “They 

“School News” Continued From 
Page 17—

seemed interested in why we were 
there, but I do not have an answer 
from them.” She said they wanted to 
look into the issue of possibly reduc-
ing the cost of the installation by 
having the town put in the equipment 
because presently, MCPS only allows 
construction of playgrounds by its 
own contractors. MCPS also requires 
that playgrounds be selected from 
what its contractors have to off er.

Lisa Dominici also has a deadline: 
“If we have the money by March 1, 
the playground could be installed 
by the end of this school year.” That 
would make the kids happy. The kids, 
aft er all, would be the benefi ciaries of 
the playground. “These kids,” adds 
Lisa Dominici, “that’s what they want. 
They want a playground out there.”

Aft er an exhaustive national 
search, The Barnesville School re-
cently named John Huber as Head of 
School eff ective 
July 1, 2006. He 
will be replacing 
Jaralyn Hough, 
who has held the 
post for the past 
22 years and will 
be retiring this 
June.

Mr. Huber, a 
graduate of Cor-
nell (B.A., magna 
cum laude) 
and Villanova 
(M.A.) Universi-
ties, comes to 
The Barnesville 
School from the 
highly respected 
Wyndcroft  School 
in Po  stown, 
Pennsylvania 
where he was 
most recently 
the Assistant 
Head of School. 
In accepting the 

position, Mr. Huber said, “I am very 
excited to join Barnesville and serve 
this wonderfully positive community 

of learners. 
In all my 
conversa-
tions with 
Barnes-
ville’s 
teachers, 
parents 
and board 
members, I 
witnessed a 
school ded-
icated to its 
mission of 
joy, sup-
port and 
excellence. 
Barnesville 
provides an 
outstand-
ing educa-
tional pro-
gram for its 
diverse stu-
dent body. 
The school 
combines 

personal a  ention with high academic 
goals, all within a beautiful country 
se  ing. I am greatly looking forward 
to bringing my family to Barnesville.”

In discussing the selection of Mr. 
Huber, School Board Chair Claudia 
Pleasants said, “Through this exhaus-
tive head search process, we met with 
dozens of highly qualifi ed candi-
dates who each would bring unique 
strengths to this important role. But 
in the end, Mr. Huber was the unani-
mous choice of our Board because of 
his extraordinary compassion and 
insight, his history of strong academic 
leadership and accomplishment, and 
his desire to lead The Barnesville 
School in its ambitious goals for con-
tinued excellence and future growth.”

The Barnesville School (www.
barnesville-school.com), a Pre-K 
through 8th Grade independent, 
coeducational country day school lo-
cated in Barnesville, Maryland, prides 
itself on its sense of community, social 
responsibility and personal values, 
and its focus on the whole child’s 
development that comes from a low 
9-1 student-teacher ration. The Barnes-
ville School has prepared its graduates 

for many of the area’s best second-
ary schools, and under Mr. Huber’s 
leadership, Barnesville is commi  ed 
to strengthening its position as the up-
county region’s premier independent 
elementary and middle school. The 
school is a short drive from Frederick, 
Urbana, Clarksburg, Germantown, 
Gaithersburg, and Potomac.

The Barnesville School Names New Head of School

 John Huber

A subscription to The 
Monocacy Monocle costs $30.00 a 

year plus tax, or $31.50.   
Call 301-349-0071 for details.

Or simply e-mail us at 
editor@monocacymonocle.com.

Be  er yet, send a check to:
Monocacy Press, LLC

P.O. Box 175
Poolesville, MD 20837-0175
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Equestrian

By Debby Lynn
Whether you consider your horse 

a pet seems like a trivial question. Af-
ter all, we horse people love them, or 
we wouldn’t spend an unconscionable 
percentage of our income on them, 
and risk our necks to drive out and 
see them in travel advisory weather.

But “pet” is a legal designation, 
as opposed to “livestock.” Maryland 
horses are currently classifi ed as 
livestock. Some people are unhappy 
with this designation, and would like 
to see them reclassifi ed as pets. Here 
are a few of the reasons horse owners 
may wish to keep horses designated 
as livestock.

Most importantly, the state over-
sees and manages disease outbreaks in 
livestock, but not in pets. This brings 
important resources, such as the ser-
vices of the state veterinarian, to bear 
on the problem. We have had several 
outbreaks of a herpes-related form of 
Equine Rhinonuminitis in Maryland, 
including the now famous Poolesville 
outbreak. Because horses are live-

stock, horse 
owners had 
immediate 
access to 
cohesive 
and coor-
dinated in-

formation which helped to contain the 
outbreak and minimize the number of 
equine deaths. The state veterinarian 
can order quarantines when neces-
sary. Since many horses travel and 
commingle more than the average pet 
cat or dog, state-ordered quarantines 
are vital to help prevent an isolated 
disease incident from becoming an 
epidemic.

Horses and land go hand in hand. 
Land is an imperative if you wish to 
keep or ride horses. The question of 
whether horses are designated as pets 
or livestock can aff ect the availabil-
ity of precious land resources. Fully 
a third of our county is reserved for 
agricultural use. This use includes the 
keeping of livestock but certainly not 
the keeping of pets. Defi ning horses 
as livestock and designating land for 
agricultural use are two pieces of sym-
biotic legislature which help assure 
there will be land on which we can 
keep horses. 

Finally, as much as we’d all like to, 

you just can’t count your pet dog as a 
dependent, but under certain circum-
stances, you can write off  the expenses 
your horse farm incurs.

Although at fi rst glance, it may 
seem irrelevant whether we call them 

Horses: Pets or 
Livestock?

For those who would like to make 
a day of it, adjacent to Gunston Hall 
Plantation are Mason Neck State Park 
and the Mason Neck National Wildlife 
Refuge just to the south, and Pohick 
Regional Park to the north. All these 
parks, along with Gunston Hall, are 
located on a peninsula formed by 
Pohick Bay on the north, Belmont Bay 
on the south, and the Potomac River 
on the east. The whole peninsula is 
an active heron rookery. Mason Neck 
State Park covers a li  le over 1800 
acres, much of which is forested with 
mature hardwood trees. It also boasts 
a few wetlands. There are many 
activities possible including fi shing, 
hiking, and interpretive programs 

that study various natural aspects of 
the park. Adjacent to the State Park 
is the Mason Neck National Wildlife 
Refuge, one of the top ten locations in 
the country for viewing bald eagles. 
In 1969, it was the fi rst federal refuge 
established for the protection of the 
bald eagle. Slightly larger than Mason 
Neck State Park, the refuge consists 
of over two thousand acres of forest, 
freshwater marshes, and shoreline. 
Finally, if you want to spend the night 
or get some golf in, the nearby Pohick 
Regional Park off ers many outdoor 
activities on the water of Pohick Bay 
(frequented by George Washington), 
camping, rustic cabins, golf, and 
miniature golf. All on one peninsula: 
history, nature, and golf! What could 
beat that?

“Daytripper” Continued From 
Page 12—

pets or livestock, there are real issues 
a  endant upon the designation. Keep 
abreast of legislative developments 
(via the Maryland Horse Council web-
site: mdhorsecouncil.org), so you can 
make an informed decision. 
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The Wind Beneath Our 
Wings

Tributes

By Rande Davis

The post-holiday time is a busy 
time for Dots Elgin. 

It’s January, and the dining room 
table is clu  ered with newspaper clip-
pings piled high, the Elmer’s glue is 
uncapped, the scissors are nearby, and 
the scrapbooks are being pasted up. 
These are not your typical quaint and 
pre  y scrapbooks that easily fi t in the 
dresser draw. These are the awkward, 
massive kind. They stretch out to two 

feet by three feet when opened up to 
show two pages at a time. Through 
her diligent work of maintaining the 
scrapbooks, Dots has lovingly chroni-
cled the days of our lives for over the 
past fi ft y years.

If a story about the community 
was in print, then it is in one of her 
many scrapbooks. It is through these 

home archives that the news about 
the people and events of Poolesville, 
Barnesville, Dickerson, Boyds, and 
the surrounding area is kept. She also 
has special scrapbooks just for the 
churches, the fi re department, and for 
civic clubs. 

Dots Elgin has not only been 
keeping tabs on the news over 
the past fi ve decades, but she also 
wrote a book entitled The History of 
Poolesville. It’s a great li  le book, and 
everyone in town should have one at 
home. She has copies available, and 
it also can be found at the John Poole 
General Store and Museum Gift  Shop. 

Married for fi ft y-fi ve years, the 
Elgins were a real team. When it came 

to public ser-
vice, Charles 
had the more 
public profi le, 
but we think 
he would be 
the fi rst to 
express the 
sentiment that 
Dots was the 
wind beneath 
his wings. 
Although her 
service has 
been more 
subtle, their 
combined 
contributions 
to the com-
munity have 
been pro-
found. 

Charles 
Elgin contrib-
uted to the 
community as 
postmaster in 
Poolesville for 
thirty-three 
years and 
as a found-
ing (charter) 
member 
of both the 
Monocacy Li-
ons Club and 
the Upper 
Montgom-
ery County 
Volunteer 

Fire Department. Of course, he is best 
remembered in the area for his town 
leadership as president of the Com-
missioners of Poolesville for seventeen 
years. 

It was no accident that his leader-
ship of community groups always co-
incided with very important changes 
to the community. He was chairman 

of the Poolesville PTA’s Building and 
Grounds Commi  ee during planning 
and initial building stages of both 
the high school and the elementary 
school.

He served on the governing 
body (vestry) of St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church for fi ft een years. The end of 
his time as its Senior Warden culmi-
nated with the construction of its pres-
ent parish hall. 

During his tenure on the town 
commission, the water and sewer 
systems were built, and both Westerly 
and Wesmond came into existence. 
He was a founder of the predeces-
sor to the current Poolesville Area 
Chamber of Commerce (then called 
the Poolesville Board of Trade), on the 
Board of Directors of 
Monocacy Cemetery, 
and a member of the 
Montgomery County 
Historical Society.

The Elgins are 
representative of 
a generation that 
valued community 
service as highly as 
employment. It’s not 
that Dots’s work was 
less important than 
her civic contribu-
tions. She was, aft er 
all, a nurse prior to 
marriage and also 
spent seventeen 
years working for the 
administration at Poolesville Elemen-
tary School. Get her talking about the 
things that were most important in her 
life and her jobs do get mentioned, but 
only aft er she has warmly refl ected on 
her experiences in her church, times 
with friends, and the times she and 
Charles spent devoted to members 
of the family. Much of her time years 
ago was spent taking care of various 
elderly aunts and relatives so that they 
were able to remain living in their 
homes. Dots is still a key “chauff eur” 
and “gofer” for many of her friends 
who no longer can easily get around 
in the community.

For many, many years, Dots was 
chairperson for the St. Peter’s Com-
munity Bazaar commi  ee which 
raised tens of thousands of dollars 
over the years in support of church 
projects. Back then, this group would 
meet weekly to knit and crochet arts 
and craft s for the annual bazaar. Those 
who have lived in the area for many 
years must have at least one Christ-
mas tree ornament on their tree made 
by one of these ladies. 

While she no longer chairs the big 
bazaar, she devotes many hours to the 
now-famous semi-annual rummage 
sales. She remains an active member 
of the Women of St. Peter’s. She was, 
for many years, active with the Ladies 
Auxiliary of the UMCVFD and also 
participated in the area’s Homemak-
ers Club. The Homemakers brought 
together women from the community 
to share their interest in baking, craft s, 
and things relating to the home. They 
had lecturers on food topics and dem-
onstrations in cooking and baking. 

Dots was a volunteer for the 
Monocacy Cemetery, and through 
that experience, honed her interest in 
genealogy. She has traced not only the 
intricacies of her family tree but also 

has done so for many people in and 
outside the area.

Now in her eighties, Dots hasn’t 
slowed down. To this day, you can 
fi nd her baking pies and making 
relishes to sell aft er church services to 
help the church with its new build-
ing project. Aft er Charles died, she 
renewed her interest in bridge. At the 
time, she really hadn’t played much 
bridge since she left  her bridge club 
over forty years before. Amazingly, 
the same club was still in existence 
when she got started again. While ev-
eryone except Florence Van Emon has 
since passed away, the other members, 
Barbara Griffi  th, Mabel Davis, and 
Connie Hilton are well remembered 
by many in the area.

Dots still lives in the house she 
and Charles built in 1947 located on 
Elgin Road in Poolesville. She a  ends 
as many of the social events of the 
Monocacy Lions Club as possible. 
Known as possibly the best baker in 
town, we don’t think anyone would 
object if, aft er all this time, we recog-
nize her offi  cially as the First Lady of 
Poolesville. 

Dots Elgin

Dots Elgin, Helen Pumphrey, Peg Showers, and Boo Davis.



January 27, 2006   The Monocacy Monocle     Page 22 

Youth Sports

Coach Hurd refocuses his team aft er they 
gave up seven points in one minute.

Leading scorer Jay Lowe makes a shot that sparks a two minute run 
and brings the Falcons to within two points of Seneca Valley.

By Rande Davis

As the Poolesville High School boys’ 
varsity basketball team enters the last half 
of its season, the Monocle presents its 
game against Seneca Valley as an example 
of what makes this team so special. Facing 
a faster, bigger, and unbeaten opponent, 
the level of their eff ort illuminated the 
strong character of this team.

When the Screaming Eagles of 
Seneca Valley High School came to 
PHS with their unbeaten record, the 
Falcons knew that the game was 
going to be one of their toughest. 
Though they had been through some 
disappointments early in the season 
(they lost their fi rst two games), they 
learned how to handle the tough 
times, and now they were ready to 
meet one of their biggest challenges to 
date.

The stats and the tape measure 
did not give the Falcons any comfort. 
Seneca Valley was 12 – 0 and this op-
ponent could boast signifi cant height 
and speed advantages. However, 
the Falcons did not let that get them 
down. PHS had just won its fi ft h game 
in a row and the players’ improve-
ments, game aft er game, brought 
enough confi dence that they felt ready 
for this one.

The hometown crowd was bois-
terous and hopeful, and they came 
to support and cheer their team on to 
victory. They did everything a group 
of fans could do to try to help their 
hoopsters stay motivated throughout 

the game.
Seneca didn’t get to their un-

beaten status by underestimating 
their opponents, and they knew be  er 
than to take the Falcons for granted. 
The well-coached Falcons came off  
the bench in a disciplined defensive 
posture executing a full court press 
right from the tip off . “We went in the 
game knowing our best chance to win 
was to follow the coach’s game plan to 
slow the game down,” said the team’s 
leading scorer, point guard Jay Lowe.

Both teams were having trouble 
hi  ing their shots, but both were 
willing to be patient in trying to fi nd 
just the right shot. The Falcons tried 
to break Seneca’s full court press with 
a full court “Hail Mary” pass, but it 
failed to reach the right player down 
court. The Falcons weren’t ge  ing a 
lot of their own shots off , but they 
were very successful in frustrating 
SV’s off ensive eff ort. While they were 
behind as the fi rst quarter came to an 
end, the low score (Seneca 8, Falcons 
4) showed they were following the 
game plan. Seneca Valley didn’t give 
up its lead through the fi rst half, but 
neither team was scoring big anyway, 
and at halft ime, their lead over PHS 
was only 22-14.

“The coach gave us confi dence at 
half time by telling us that if we con-
tinued with our plan, the game could 
come out all right,” said Lowe.

The players took the coach at his 
word, came out of the locker room 
fi red up, and stayed, determined to 
carry out the plan. Through most of 
the third quarter, they got in their 
rhythm, they hustled, and they stayed 
focused. Just as the coach had told 

them, the plan began to work, and 
with just a li  le over three minutes 
remaining in the third quarter, they fi -
nally closed the gap to just two points 
(Screaming Eagles 29, Falcons 27).

Maybe the Falcons’ push came a 
bit too soon since SV came to realize 
that this game was not going to be an 
automatic win. The Falcons’ hustle 
proved they were a team that would 
not just lie down and play dead. The 
defensive pressure and tenacity of 
Seneca Valley fi nally began to take 
its toll. For a period of six minutes, 
Seneca took control and the result was 
thirteen unanswered points before 
the Falcons would put something up 
on the scoreboard again. The Falcons 
tried to bring the game back, but it 
ended with a 58 to 48 victory for Sen-
eca Valley.

Aft er the game, we met with 
Coach Hurd to get his reaction to the 
game. “They are extremely strong, 
playing a very good and quick de-
fense. When we dictate the pace, we 
can compete in any game,” he said. 
About the fi ve game winning streak: 
“We didn’t allow teams to dictate 
the pace. They just wore us down 
tonight,” stated Coach Hurd as he 
sat alone in his offi  ce aft er the game. 
“We’ll learn from tonight.”

Senior Luis Mejia was exhausted 
aft er the intense game but not discour-
aged. “Going in, we were ready for 
this game,” he said. He was optimistic 
about the season and felt confi dent 
that the team was ready to get back to 
its winning ways going into the last 
half of the season.

With a rematch against Paint 
Branch coming up (the Paint Branch 

game was be-
ing played as 
this issue was 
going to press) 
guard Lowe 
was anxious 
to rectify their 
fi rst loss to 
them. Aft er 
losing the fi rst 
two games of 
the season, the 
team gained 
its discipline. 
“Looking at the 
last half of the 
season, we just 
have to be able 

to execute the coach’s game plan,” 
said Lowe. Compared to last year “we 
are much more disciplined and we 
really have come together now as a 
team.”

Senior Eni Eboda, who is new to 
the team and the school this year, re-
fl ected on what he thinks about being 
on the Poolesville team. He seemed to 
be speaking for all the players when 
he said, “I love the game, I love the 
coach, and I love this team.”

Coach Hurd was asked to give us 
his thoughts about the team and the 
prospects for the last half of the sea-
son. He told us, “Our team is clearly 
improving each and every time out 
on the fl oor. Our young men come to 
compete every night. We may not be 
the fastest or biggest in Montgomery 
County, but we have the most heart. 
We are 7-5 at this point but 7-3 in the 
regular season against much bigger 
opponents. We are excited about our 
start, and we hope that the season 
continues to go well.” 

Watching this team in action, we 
can only verify what the coach has 
said. This is certainly a team with a lot 
of heart. We will wait to see how the 
season winds up, but it really doesn’t 
ma  er since these boys have already 
proven themselves through their 
heart, hard work, and determination 
to be true winners. 

Falcon Boys Basketball: 
The Heart of Victory
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Focus on Business

By Jack Toomey
 
When one walks into Brown’s 

Gallery, it is like taking a step back 
in time. The shop is located in the 
Frederick Poole House at 19960 Fisher 
Avenue in the heart of Poolesville’s 

old commercial district. Paintings of 
almost every genre adorn the walls, 
and framing material is everywhere. 
A Civil War painting caught the eye of 
a visitor and brought back memories 
of the history of this house which was 
built about 1820. Aft er the Ba  le of 
Balls Bluff , the body of Union Colonel 
Edward Baker, who had been killed in 
action, was brought back to this house 
and very well may have been laid out 
in the space now occupied by Potomac 
Framing and Brown’s Gallery.

Robert Brown, the owner of Po-
tomac Framing and Brown’s Gallery, 
was born in Graft on, West Virginia 
and came to Montgomery County 
about forty years ago. His wife, Rosa 
Brown, is a nurse at Shady Grove Ad-
ventist Hospital, but she is frequently 
in the shop helping out with book-
keeping and other duties.

Robert Brown is a graduate of the 
New York Institute of Photography 
and a  ended the art school at the 
Corcoran Gallery of Art in Wash-
ington, D.C. He is a veteran of the 
United States Marine Corps and he 

Potomac Framing and 
Brown’s Gallery

fought in the Korean War. Aft er the 
war, Brown took advantage of the G.I. 
Bill and went to photography school. 
Originally, Mr. Brown was a photog-
rapher in the Silver Spring area and 
eventually opened three framing and 
art stores in Bowie, Woodbridge, and 
Silver Spring. He came to Poolesville 
about twenty years ago and opened 
his store at its present location. Mr. 
Brown said, “I’m semi-retired. I just 

wanted to open an art gallery, a li  le 
framing store, and to paint.” When 
asked how a combat veteran who 
saw the worst of the fi ghting in Korea 
became an artist, Brown chuckled and 
said, “I started painting in high school 

Robert Brown

and got out of some classes, I’ve been 
an artist all of my life.”

About ninety percent of his 
business is framing, but it is obvi-
ous that he loves to paint. Brown 
does paintings on consignment and 
most of those works are of horses; 
however, he also paints Civil War 
scenes, streetscapes, animals, and 
outdoor scenes. Brown remarked, “If 
I don’t enjoy it, I don’t do it.” Two of 
his proudest accomplishments were 
painting a wonderful street scene of 
Poolesville, circa 1870, which sold 
within one day. He also recalled a 
beautiful painting of a pelican done 
in three-dimensional style. Usually 
it takes from two to four weeks to do 
a painting, and once he worked on 
a project for a year. Among Brown’s 
customers have been United States 
senators, congressmen, Vice Presi-
dent Spiro Agnew, Goldie Hawn, and 
Muhammad Ali, for whom he framed 
a pair of boxing gloves. He also does 
the framing work for NOAA and the 
Nuclear Regulatory Agency. 

Some of the things he does are 
custom framing, restoration of old 
photographs and oil paintings, and 
mirror and needle art framing. Brown 
also off ers a large selection of wood 
and oval frames. He said, “I don’t con-
sider this work, I used to knock myself 
out with my three stores.”

Brown mentioned that all in-
stock framing material is always fi ft y 
percent off  and that when he paints a 
horse or a pet, his usual cost is around 
three hundred dollars which is consid-
erably less than other artists. “I just 
like to paint.”

Eastalco Donates Twenty-
Seven Acres to Carroll 

Manor Athletic 
Association

In its last meeting with the com-
munity of the Eastalco Citizen Adviso-
ry Board, plant manager, Brian Dahl-
berg, presented the local Carrollton 
Manor Volunteer Coalition with a gift  
of over twenty-seven acres  located on 
Adamstown Road beside the current 
Carroll Manor Elementary School. The 
Coalition had approached Eastalco 
about a year ago for land that could be 
used for additional ball fi elds for the 
Carroll Manor Athletic Association, 
additional parking for the Elementary 
School, and a future site for a swim 
center. President Ed Arnold of the 
Coalition praised Eastalco for the do-
nation. Mr. Arnold had been working 
with Eastalco Public Aff airs Manager 
Earl Robbins to obtain the land. “This 
is a great day for our community, our 
youth, and everyone that will use the 
future facilities,” President Arnold 
said to the crowd. “Eastalco has been 
a great neighbor to our community, 
and a great contributor to our commu-
nity and county.  We all hope the plant 
will be back in operation very soon.” 

The Carrollton Manor Volunteer 
Coalition is a group formed by active 
volunteer groups within the com-
munity.  Its current president is Ed 
Arnold who is also the president and 
asstistant chief at Carroll Manor Fire 
Company, Station 14 in Adamstown 
and Station 28, located in Point of 
Rocks.  Suzanne Fiorvanti, Vice Presi-
dent of the Coalition, is also president 
of the Carroll Manor Elementary 
School PTSA. Other member organi-
zations include Carroll Manor Athletic 
Association, Carroll Manor Grange, 
Carroll Manor Lions Club, Carroll-
ton Manor Land Trust, Adamstown 
Village, Greenhill Manor HOA, US 
SaddleRidge HOA, and New Design 
Acres HOA. 

Local News

A sample of Robert Brown’s work.
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