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PES fifth graders took their first steps
toward John Poole Middle School.
Principal Robbins gave them insights
into life’s priorities. Read more in
School News on page 11.

Lion Herb Brown honored with
Legacy Award for his five decades
of Lionism. Read more on page 14.

A stunning reptile resides at the circle
in Whalen Commons. Check it out in
Tidbits on page 15.

Polo is so much more than a pony, a
pole, and a poke. Chukker out all the

fun on page 20.
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Arabian Academy, Once Planned for Poolesville, Pmally

Closes in Virginia

By Rande Davis

In the mid-1990s, a very heated
discussion raged in Poolesville over
allowing Saudi Arabia to open a pri-
vate academy near Poolesville. At the
time, the division focused on disagree-
ment between those against who were
opposed for reasons ranging from
negative impact on the Ag Reserve,
lack of water, and even including some
very extreme anti-Arab emotions. Those
in favor were influenced by the propo-
nents promoting their commitment to
bring health and medical services
to the town, drawing water from the
Potomac, and the prospect of opening
the private school to local residents. In
the end, the citizens voted against
annexing the land that would join the
school to Poolesville.

The Saudi Arabian government
moved the effort to Northern Virginia
and eventually opened the Islamic
Saudi Academy of Washington (ISA)
in 2011. It had classes from pre-K to

The former King Abdullah Academy, in Virginia.

twelfth grade with a final enrollment
of more than 1,200 students. Approxi-
mately thirty percent of the students
were Saudi Arabian citizens. The
school closed in 2016, replaced by
the King Abdullah Academy later
that year.

With the closing of KAA this June,
Fairfax County’s school board has
approved a plan to buy the property
for $150 million, resulting in Virginia’'s

St. Mary’s Father Kevin Passes Away

The passing of St. Mary’s Father
Kevin this past June 5, at his retire-
ment residence in Viera, Florida, has
saddened the whole community, not
just those who are Catholic. Like the
legendary Father Reid, Father Kevin
similarly endeared himself to his com-
munity. Father Kevin served as the
chaplain for the Monocacy Lions and
had a special talent for working with
youth. He enjoyed providing dinners
for the youth groups and for various
other groups. He frequently para-
phrased the classic words of William
Booth, “You cannot warm the hearts of
people with God’s love if they have an
empty stomach.” His impact on the
youths of our parish was evident by
the large number of young people in
attendance at Father Kevin’s funeral.

Continued on page 9.

largest school district opening its first
new high school in decades.

The campus includes robotics and
ceramics labs, multiple cafeterias,
an Olympic-sized swimming pool,
athletic fields, and two amphitheater-
style outdoor classrooms. It also
features two administrative buildings
adjacent to the school which could
either be used as office space or
early childcare.

By Rande Davis

Over a dozen priests and deacons honored the memory of

St. Mary’s Father Kevin at his Mass of Christian Burial.
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Family Album

Right: Friends of the Pikes

joined Dr. Tim Pike (second from

left) at the dental office’s fifteenth

annual Patient Appreciation Day.
Ten members of the Montgomery County Chamber of

Commerce held their second annual Multi-Mega Mixer at
our local Crossvines. They all signed a mutual proclamation
of support of the needs of the county’s business community.

The Poolesville Seniors tai chi class, instructed by Maureen Ivusic,
couldn’t have the class at their normal inside location, so they
went to the park. The heat caused most to go online, but these

hardy souls did the founder of tai chi, Zhang Sanfeng, proud.

The 2" Annual Chambers Mega-Mixer, held at Crossvines,
proved to be a great hit and sold out early.

UMCVEFD Auxiliary members, Linda Lewis, Lynne Bodmer,
and Gina Grubb, hosted a “bingo in the park” family-friendly
evening of kids fun, games, and food! At UMCVFD'’s bingo night, the kids could play various kid events.
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I Town Government

Making Changes in Poolesville
Stirs Controversies
By Link Hoewing and Rande Davis

There have been and will be many changes in both the residential and
commercial zones within Poolesville, and these will continue into the horizon.
With all the many changes, public controversy has been stirred, yet, with all the
public hubbub notwithstanding, only another hundred homes may potentially
be built in the town. Urbana it is not. I have found that opinions expressed on the
internet have often been inaccurate or lack understanding of the actual town
governing processes. Link Hoewing, the Monocle’s government reporter, the
current chair for the Fair Access Committee, a past town commissioner, and a
former member of the town’s Planning Commission, recently penned a very
thoughtful piece on how the town operates.

While we are pleased to see so many citizens involved and commenting
through social media about town matters, some of the assertions and allegations
about the process, about the town’s willingness to listen, and about town leaders,
in some cases simply miss the mark.

We hope the following observations by Mr. Hoewing, with his in-depth
experience, will clarify and even correct much of the misinformation to be found
on the internet, and it is further hoped his comments will help everyone
understand the processes better.

Comments by Link Hoewing:

There are many misconceptions about town government processes regarding
perceived lack of public input in day-to-day decision-making, the approval pro-
cess for town developments, possible conflicts of interest of elected officials,
exaggerations about the power of commissioners, especially the role of the
commission president, and allocation of water taps and water supply that
require clarification.

On Conflict of Interest:

Regarding matters of conflicts of interest, one of the points that has been
raised a number of times is the assertion that some of the commissioners, espe-
cially those who are realtors, mortgage lenders, or somehow connected to
development, have what amounts to an “automatic conflict of interest” which
should prevent them from being involved in considering developments and
planning matters.

The town has an Ethics Commission which can investigate allegations of
conflict of interest. The town also requires commissioners to file financial disclo-
sure statements every year so that the public can see what potential conflicts they
may have, including their investments, relationships they may have with poten-
tial contractors, family members who may benefit in some way by town
activities, and involvement they may have in organizations or companies that
may come before the town to do business.

All commissioners are required to recuse themselves from considering any
issue where they have a direct conflict of interest. Any concerns regarding pos-
sible conflicts of interest can always be filed with the Ethics Commission which
will investigate and issue a report and findings.

Just because public officials might benefit from a decision sometime in the
unknowable future does not and should not preclude them from being involved
currently in planning or development matters; otherwise, many good people,
from all walks of life, could never run for office because it is always conceivable
that somewhere down the line, a decision taken in the past might help benefit an
official. This is especially pertinent to citizens who own any business in town. We
want to encourage all our residents to feel free to run for office and don’t want to
discourage good talent from deciding to do so.

That is why conflict of interest is not about theoretical or potential future
conflicts, which can never be proven, but rather demonstrable and current situa-
tions that clearly could harm the public interest and unfairly benefit an elected
leader. Good ethics laws, which we have in place, help deter bad actors and help
keep the government clean.

Role of the Planning Commission:

The roles of the Poolesville Town Commission (frequently referred to as the
commission or the commissioners) and the Planning Commission need clarification;

Continued on page 28.
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Rande(m)

Thoughts
What Goes Around
Comes Around or
It’s All the Same
But Different

By Rande Davis

With the July issue now in print, it
seems my summer is already half over!
While the weather is super-hot, this
issue reads more like the Tidbits of
Our Times rather than any hot
blockbuster topics. No White’s Ferry
breakthrough, no big fires, and no big
crime news.

Still, I really like how intriguing the
issue on the whole came out. It's packed
with the story of our times, even if it is
just in simple, smaller articles.

I couldn’t resist making the closing
of the Islamic school in Virginia the
headline. For readers who weren’t
living here in the 1990s, it might seem
odd. The level of uproar, controversy,
and at times, downright anger reached
a peak rarely experienced, and that’s
acknowledging that we have had
some very bumpy roads along our
way since then.

The crib notes on that story are that
the Saudi Arabian government wanted
to build a private school in our area to,
first, provide an academy for Muslim
children, which would also be open to
the whole community. They proposed
discounted tuitions to locals and even
offered to attach an “Urgent Care”
type of service to gain support. Of
course, the big issue was growth in the
Ag Reserve and the lack of water.
I could not help making the joke that,
“Hey, these are Arabs living in the des-
ert, you don’t think they can’t solve
our little water problem?” Needless to
say, the joke didn’t go over well. Sadly,
there were some really anti-Arab racist
and vile comments coming from some

of us. This was long before 9/11, so
we can’t blame that. The ironic obser-
vation is that if they had built the
school, and the county had never built
anew school, looks like we might have
gotten one anyway (a really fancy one,
at that).

The funeral of St. Mary’s Father
Kevin had to be on the front page.
For a priest, there was a sense of shy-
ness to the man. He had a simple
smile and a big heart, and he was
softspoken with a bit of an Irish
tone. Attending the Mass of Christian
Burial was so impressive. The homilies
describing the bond and camaraderie
between priests gave us a humorous
and poignant glimpse into the person-
al life of priests, and particularly
Father Kevin's.

Link Hoewing penned our longest
article giving insight into the processes
of town government, particularly on
growth matters, based on his extensive
experience in volunteering for so many
years. I would hope that everyone who
comments on town matters on the
internet, going forward, would read it
before embarrassing themselves.

I'am proud that so much history is in
this issue. Who we are is based on
whence we came, and we touch on our
farming roots, the tragedy of the many
town fires that took so much of our
physical history, and what was origi-
nally on the land outside of town
before it became an upscale equestrian
trail facility and wild mud party site.

It’s such an honor to talk about the
good work of our civic and charitable
groups, deserving of the kind of recog-
nition only a print publication can
bring. I hope you read about each and
every one and feel grateful.

You can even discover the Sport of
Kings: Polo. That's right. Right here in
town you can now experience the
special social attraction of polo with all
the trimmings: exciting play, gourmet

Continued on right.

I Kolm’s Corner

Continued from left.

What Goes Around Comes Around
or It's All the Same but Different

picnics, and a chance to dress up for
a change.

Finally, our Tidbit stories and
Family Album help remind us of the
importance of individual accomplish-
ments, not just the groups. I got a

kick out of the pictures of the bingo
event on the park sponsored by our
volunteer fire department. It was
refreshing to see we can still have an
event where the kids can play while
the parents play a game. It just shows
Poolesville doesn’t always have to
have a wine tasting and beer blast
while the kids run around the park as
a “family” event.
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I Local News

Grand Marshal
Nominations for
Poolesville Day Open

By Link Hoewing

In 1992, Poolesville held its first
Poolesville Day. The event was a small
affair, but it continued to be held each
year, growing in size, number of vendors,
entertainment venues, and attendees.

Every year since that time—except
2020, the pandemic year—Poolesville
has observed its annual festival,
celebrating the Town of Poolesville, its
residents, and the communities in the
Upcounty of which it is a part. This
year, Poolesville Day will happen
again on September 20 from 10:00 a.m.
until 4:00 p.m. with activities, vendors
and music spread from one end of
Fisher Avenue at Poolesville Elemen-
tary School (PES) to the Historic
West End with the Electric Vehicle
Show and agricultural and farming
tents and displays, and all over
Whalen Commons.

A hallmark of Poolesville Day has
always been its parade down Pooles-
ville’s main street, Fisher Avenue,
beginning at PES and ending at the
corner of Fisher Avenue and West
Willard Road. Leading the parade has
always been the Grand Marshal, a per-
son or group nominated by the citizens
who symbolizes community involve-
ment, leadership, and commitment to
bettering our community

Grand Marshals are selected by the
Poolesville Day Committee from
nominations submitted by residents.
The committee uses a set of guidelines
to consider the nominations and asks
those submitting the name of a person
or organization to be Grand Marshal
to “describe a specific act or acts (per-
sonal or civic) of outstanding service
which has been generally recognized
as placing the individual or group
(nominated) in a category well above
others for sustained and distinguished
service and commitment to the Town of
Poolesville and its surrounding areas.”

It is important to note that the
guidelines do not specify that any per-
son or organization nominated has to
live in Poolesville or its surrounding
areas. The nomination is focused rath-
er on what the person or organization
has contributed to the health and
well-being of the Poolesville area. It is
possible, for example, that a county
or state official who does not live in
our area may have done a lot to make
the lives of citizens in the Poolesville
area better, for example, by introducing

and passing legislation that is
extremely beneficial to all of us.

Interestingly, not all nominees for
Grand Marshal have been individuals.
A number of organizations involved in
community service in the Poolesville
area have been nominated in the past.
Jake Perkins, a founder of Poolesville
Day and its leader for many years until
his death in 2007, was posthumously
named Grand Marshal, and his aunt
and uncle appeared in the parade in
his place.

Here is the list of people or
organizations who have been selected
for Grand Marshal, going all the way
back to 2004:

2024: Brice Halbrook, Former Chair of
Poolesville Day, WUMCO Board,
Former Commissioner

2023: Kenny Mallow, Local Contractor

2022: Rande Davis and Publisher, The
Monocacy Monocle; Local Historian;
Amar Duggirala, Local Physician;
Chair, Sustainable Poolesville

2021: Valaree Dickerson, Former
Commissioner; Local Activist;
Started Local Toy Drive

2020: Pandemic, No Poolesville
Day Event

2019: Gwendora Reese,
Historian, Founder Sugarland
Ethno-History Project

2018: Link Hoewing,
Past Commissioner

2017: Jerry Klobukowski,
Past Commissioner,
Education Liaison

2016: Tim Pike and Margaret Valega,
Local Business Owners

2015: Grace Sheppard, Elementary
School Teacher

2014: George Hillard, Fire Chief

2013: Maggie Nightingale, Local
Activist for Poolesville’s Library

2012: Jim Brown, Commissioner,
Local Business Leader

2011: Ray Hoewing,
Long Time Local Activist

2010: Jane Stearns, Founder of
Local Charity WUMCO

2009: Betty Jean and Roy Selby,
Long Time Owners of Local Grocery

2008: Odd Fellows Lodge Poolesville,
Local Charitable Services Group

2007: Jake Perkins, Represented
by Judy and David Feigin, Aunt
and Uncle

2006: Mary Chiswell, Teacher,
Oldest Poolesville Resident

Continued on page 7.

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1950

HELP YOU
OR
VISIT OUR LISTINGS AT

JAMISONREALESTATE.COM

19939 Fisher Avenue

Poolesville, MD 20837
Broker/Office-301-428-8200

STOP IN TODAY TO SEE HOW WE CAN

R

REALTOR"
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I Senior News

Poolesville Seniors
Present Virtual and
In-Person Programs

Visit the Poolesville Seniors” website,
poolesvilleseniors.org, to register for
these and a wide variety of virtual and
in-person events. Sign up at poolesville-
seniors.org/email-list to receive our
weekly PS Postscript newsletter or call
301-875-7701. Most in-person events
take place at Poolesville Presbyterian
Church’s Speer Hall at 17800 Elgin Road
(Rte. 109).

Registration is required, but all events
are open to the entire community and
free unless otherwise noted.

June 27 and July 25
Line Dancing w/Ashley Kelch

Enjoy a free evening of line dancing
with basic instruction that builds up to
more complicated moves. St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church. 5:00 p.m.

July 3, July 9, July 17, July 23
Chair One Fitness with Deirdre

A certified Chair One Fitness Instructor
for a chair-based dance program that
delivers a musically driven, 45-minute,
interactive workout that uplifts people
through dance and fitness movements.
Speer Hall, 19800 Elgin Rd. 7:00 p.m.
to 8:00 p.m.

July 9
Game Day Golf Social

Share a bucket of balls and some putting
provided by the Poolesville Seniors on
the driving range at Poolesville Golf
Course. Crossvines Golf. 2:00 p.m. to
4:00 p.m.

July 10
Head Out on an African Safari

Jambo! What is a modern African
Safari really like? Join Bill and Jill

McDonald on Zoom as they share their
recent adventures in East Africa
through stories, photos, and video.
Registration required for the Zoom
link. Virtual. 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 pm.

July 11
Grove & Garnish Tasting

Experience a light lunch featuring
a small individual tasting of the
Grove & Garnish summer menu! $8.00
fee. Registration Required. St. Peter’s
Fellowship Hall. 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Latin Dance Instruction

An introduction to the basic steps of
Latin dance (salsa, merengue, cumbia,
flamenco). No experience is needed.
Speer Hall. 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

July 16
Trail Hike: Seneca Creek
Greenway Trail

Join an easy 2+ hour, 5.7-mile hike on
the Seneca Creek Greenway Trail
between Watkins and Huntmasters.
9310 Watkins  Road,  Gaithersburg.
9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Arrive 8:50 a.m.

Musical Melting Pot Singalong

Enjoy singing along to old favorites,
perhaps learning a few new things
about them along the way. Speer Hall.
3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

July 17
Historic Ag Reserve
with Kenny Sholes

Join local historian Kenny Sholes for
the next Historic Ag Reserve Proper-
ties presentation. Virtual. Registration
required for Zoom Link. 7:00 p.m.
to 8:00 p.m.

July 18
Movie Night: Twisters

In this followup to the original movie,
competing storm-chasing teams find
themselves squarely in the paths of
multiple storm systems. PG-13, 122
minutes. Speer Hall. 7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

July 21
PS Book Club: State of Terror

This 2021 political thriller by Hillary
Rodham Clinton and Louise Penny
centers on Ellen Adams, the new, inex-
perienced U.S. Secretary of State who
must assemble a team to unravel a
deadly worldwide terrorist conspiracy.

Mystery/political ~ thriller.  Virtual.
Registration required for Zoom
link. 7:00 p.m.

July 23

An Afternoon of Enchantment:
Stories, Magic, Balloons and Fun for
Kids, Parents and Grandparents

Enjoy fun for kids, parents, and
grandparents with warm and rich sto-
ries told by author Noa Baum, and
illusions and sleight of hand by Jeff
Teate, master magician. Enjoy making
your own sundae from a selection of
toppings. Do a craft and take home a
balloon folded and crafted by Jeff.
Poolesville Memorial United Methodist
Church. 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 pm.

July 31
Stay Safe Online:

Understanding Phishing,
Passwords, and Internet Security

Join Jacob Santucci, a cybersecurity
Continued on page 7.

PLUMBING SERVICES PROVIDED:

Repair or Replace Faucets, Sinks, Toilets,
Garbage Disposals, Sump Pumps,
Water Heaters, and Outside Faucets.

INSTALLATION OF
WATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS:
Water Softeners, UV Light Systems,

and Neutralizers.

Sales, Service, and Repair
of Gas Fireplaces
ALL MAJOR CREDITS CARDS ACCEPTED

JAMES HILL 301-788-0445

Licensed & Insured

Master Plumber/Gasfitter
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Grand Marshal Nominations
for Poolesville Day Open

2005: State Leaders of the Lions Club,
Odd Fellows, American Legion

2004: Earl Moore (UMCVD Chief) and
Sgt. Frank, Brown (County Police,
Fifth District)

The Poolesville Day Committee
welcomes nominations for this impor-
tant position. Nominations will be
accepted starting on July 1 and ending
on July 28. Entry forms will be a
vailable on the committee website dur-
ing that time and can be submitted
directly on the site. The web address is
www.poolesvilleday.com.

Continued from page 6.

Senior News

professional, for a friendly and
informative session on how to stay
safe online. This virtual presentation is
not just for seniors. Registration is
required for the Zoom link. 7:00 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m.

Weekly Events

Walking Club, Ping Pong, Pickleball,
Tai Chi, Zumba Gold, Knitting and
Crochet Club, Trivia Night, and
Mahjong. Visit Poolesvilleseniors.org
for details, days, times, and locations.

0f Poetry and Prose

Summer Evening

The frog half fearful jumps across
the path,

And little mouse that leaves its hole
at eve

Nimbles with timid dread beneath
the swath;

My rustling steps awhile their
joys deceive,

Till past, and then the cricket sings
more strong,

And grasshoppers in merry moods
still wear

The short night weary with their
fretting song.

Up from behind the molehill jumps
the hare,

Cheat of his chosen bed, and from
the bank

The yellowhammer flutters in
short fears

From off its nest hid in the
grasses rank,

And drops again when no more
noise it hears.

Thus nature’s human link and
endless thrall,

Proud man, still seems the enemy

of all. —John Clare

discoverpoetry.org
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I Focus on Business

Anytime Fitness Poolesville:
More Than Just a Place to Sweat!

By Rande Davis

There is more going on at Anytime
Fitness Poolesville than just workouts
and exercise classes. Joy Hallfors,
operating manager and partner of
Anytime Fitness Poolesville is proud
of her nineteen-member staff but is
especially proud of one who just grad-
uated from Poolesville High School,
and she wanted to share her pride
with us and the entire community.

Team Member Anderson Preis
began training with Joy back in 2020,
and from day one, it was clear he is a
most intelligent kid, but what makes
him truly special is that he’s also one
of the humblest. Despite his incredible
academic record and long list of
accomplishments, he’s kind, ground-
ed, and always willing to support the
people around him.

Order Online or
Call 301 349 5800

19916 FISHER AVENUE

Make your summertime
parties fly with our wings

Anytime Fitness’s Joy Hallfors

It’s All Happening at the Cug!
I do believe it! | do believe it’s true!

We will be closed on July 4

presented American Legion Post 247

Commander Julien Singh with a
donation raised by members.

His academic achievements are
numerous: Anderson just graduated from the prestigious Science, Mathematics,
and Computer Science Magnet Program at Poolesville High School with a
4.0 GPA all four years, scored 1590 on the SAT, and was one of only twenty-five
students accepted into the dual-degree engineering program at the Webb Insti-
tute, where he received a full tuition scholarship. The Webb Institute is a unique,
top-ranked undergraduate institution offering dual bachelor’s degrees in Naval
Architecture and Marine Engineering. It is also the only full-tuition scholarship
private undergraduate program of its kind in the country.

“In addition to managing four to five hours of homework a night,” said Joy,
“Anderson has worked in our front office for the past couple of years as a
Member Services Associate, where he’s helped keep our club running smoothly
and made every member feel welcome —this, while he also worked for another
company, tutored younger students in math, volunteered regularly at church
and in the community, competed in chess, personally trained consistently.”

Joy is also pleased to announce that Anytime Fitness Poolesville raised $800 to
donate to the local American Legion Daniel-Jeffers Post 247. Funds were raised
through a fitness challenge event they sponsored called the Murph Challenge.
The Murph Challenge is a Memorial Day workout tradition for the club that
honors the life and legacy of U.S. Navy Lt. Michael Murphy. This intense work-
out draws the community together to reflect, sweat, and support a greater cause.

“Thanks to the enthusiasm of our members and the dedication of our coaching
staff,” said Joy, “we were able to make this donation to support the ongoing
mission and service of Post 247.”

Poolesville Plumbing & Heating Co., INC.

e Kitchen and bath remodeling

e New construction

e Repairs

Toilet and faucet repair replacements
Water heaters

Gas piping

Water and sewer replacements

W.B.5.C. 464

20015 Wootton Ave., Poolesville , Maryland 20837

(301)972-7309 Fax (301)407-0742

Mondays: Buy a large
pizza, get a second large
cheese pizza for $5

Basic Automotive Repair
Diesel Repair
Performance Modification
Powder Coating
Fabrication
and More!

22210 Dickerson Road

Dickerson, MD 20842
301-972-7234

Nicholas Spano
New Ownership
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Father Kevin loved to travel, was a frequent visitor to Disney World and
enjoyed cruises. When he was younger, he coached youth soccer, enjoyed skiing,
and loved gardening.

Father O'Reilly is survived by his nephews, Anthony, Colin, and
Brendan O'Reilly.

He was ordained a Roman Catholic priest on December 14, 1984 and served in
many parishes in the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Washington, including as
Pastor of Holy Face in Great Mills, Maryland; St. Bernardine’s Parish in Suitland,
Maryland; and St. Mary’s Parish in Barnesville.

Continued from page 1.

St. Mary’s Father Kevin Passes Away

Well more than half of the congregation
was in their twenties or thirties. Some
travelled from out of state to pay
their respects.

Everyone who knew Father Kevin
also knew that second to his great love
for God, the Virgin Mary, the Catholic
Church, his parishioners, and family

and friends was his love of Mickey JERRY C. NEAL
Mouse. He first met Mickey on his first . President

(of many) trip to Disney World when AFul Service Chimney Sugar loaf

he and five other priests, fresh out of Company Dedicated o Sefe

Chimney 301-972-8558

the seminary, took a road trip from

New York to Disney World. His great -

friend from the seminary, Father ReStoratlon

gzg:;tf; th: :(r);}l)c_hllilg“l;;c;mglyg?:i Fr. Kevin Patrick O'Reilly (?‘h.;’mney Experts to our NGII'OP? 's White House cma.’ Your House

moment for brotherly bonding, resulting in other similar trips later. Joined by Lining & Restoration, Cleaning, Draft & Venting

Father Elston, from a parish in Pennsylvania, he led youth groups on bus trips Problems, Masonry Repair & Wa[e[prooﬁng, Exhaust

to the Florida playland. He would joke later that, on one of those trips, he did Fans. Smoke & Odor Problems. Animal Removal

finally learn that planes go to Florida. ’ :
The bonding was evident at the funeral with fourteen priests and deacons SugarlflafChlmney-Com

sharing in the Mass in his honor. To witness the procession of priests, led by the

Knights of Columbus, and their gathering at the altar was not just impressive but

served as a testament to the man. Deacon David Cahoon, who served with Father

&Energy Effcient Chimney
Systems Since 1980

Kevin at St. Mary’s, said, “Like Father Reid, he fell in love with the people he Do you have any Interesting local history

served and chose to come rest in the garden out back. Someday, I hope to join or fun facts to share with our readers?

them along with all the other saints who found a home here since 1741.” The Monocle welcomes your contribution.
Fr. Kevin Patrick O’Reilly was born to Vincent A. and Joan C. (Dupre) O’Reilly Send to editor@monocacymonocle.com

in Evanston, Illinois on April 25, 1959.
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I Ag News

The Montgomery County Agricultural Fair:
The Very Heart of Our Culture and History

By Rande Davis

The soul of Poolesville comes from its rural roots, so it was natural that region
leaders like Royce Hanson and George Kephart (with support from so many
others) advocated and succeeded in establishing our 93,000-acre Agricultural
Reserve that cradles the town. With the Ag Reserve emblematic of our soul, the
Montgomery County Agricultural Fair (MCAF) is our heart.

This year marks the seventy-sixth year of the fair, marking what is in a sense
the Fourth of July of our farming community. While the anniversary marks the
beginning of the current version of the county fair in Gaithersburg, the Pooles-
ville Fair set the stage early in the 1940s, with its successful ag fair held behind
the high school, right where all the construction is underway today.

Volunteers organized a typical farm fair of animal competitions of horses,
cattle, goats, and sheep. Of course, it was also a venue to showcase all the locally-
grown produce, and tasty baked goods and desserts.

During the beginning years of what now has grown into a premiere county
fair, borrowed land in Gaithersburg in 1945 to 1948 was used so that anyone in
the community with an interest in agriculture could donate their time and efforts
to provide 4-H and FFA youth the opportunity to compete for top awards with
their projects. It was a bonanza of volunteerism. Parents of these youth served
refreshments for the participants, sold catalog advertisements, built pens and
ties for the livestock, and organized the entries. Prize money was provided by
the Maryland State Fair Board.

Our farmers understand what horsepower really means.

Today’s Montgomery County Agricultural Center Inc. (MCAC) was formed
as a privately operated 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization on January 7, 1949, when
a group of local farmers were elected as the first board of directors by the volun-
teer membership of the organization. The MCAC purchased sixty-four acres of
land adjacent to the railroad tracks from Herman Rabbitt, a successful farmer
and landowner in Gaithersburg. On June 4, 1949, hundreds of volunteers
participated in an old-fashioned barn raising, and twelve outbuildings were con-
structed in just one day. Through this gargantuan effort, the site of the new
MCAC was created. Dedicated volunteers donated time, materials, and talent
to construct and continue operation of the fairgrounds. The fairgrounds would
not be what it is today if it were not for those visionary pioneers who were
committed to agricultural education and family entertainment.

As is true even today for the agricultural center, the volunteers were, and still
are, necessary for the successful operation of the fairgrounds, through continued
contributions of materials and free labor for the construction of the new facilities,
as well as upgrading the old. A network of more than two thousand volunteers
continues, providing their time, making the agricultural center a vital part of the
business community in Montgomery County. The nine-day MCAF is held in
mid-August and requires support from over eight hundred volunteers, who as-
sume the responsibility for organizing and producing the single largest annual
event in Montgomery County.

We were not sheepish about our pride in our farming life.

Fair participation has developed into a grand tradition for many families. The
positive relationships and friendly atmosphere at the fairgrounds make the MCAC
a unique organization that continues to provide service to the agricultural and
non-agricultural segments of our population while educating the public.

Aside from its primary objective of being a showcase for 4-H and FFA
members exhibiting livestock, garden, and home economic projects, the MCAF
promotes agriculture through education of the community regarding agricul-
tural issues and providing a meeting place for those interested in agriculture
to encourage growth for future generations. The center is also committed to edu-
cating members of urban communities, helping them to acquire an appreciation
for the role that agriculture plays in our daily lives.

Continued on page 12.
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PES Graduates 119 Students

By Rande Davis

Congratulations to the fifth grade students at Poolesville Elementary School
who will head to John Poole Middle School this coming September. The ceremo-
ny on June 11 began with the traditional Clap-Out Walk from the school to
Whalen Commons where the festivities took place on a beautiful day.

Ao C
& Heating, Tnec.

“We have been top rated
by a local, prominent consumer group”

Residential Sales & Services

2 e, Free estimates
f % e Quality service
e Prompt service

M“"“'f;ff.j‘;““‘“ o Family operated since 1977

SUPER SERVICE =
AWARD WINNER 2007-2015! k: :j

http://www.angieslist.com

PES fifth graders at their graduation ceremony in Whalen Commons. 19703 Waters Road
Germantown, MD 20874
Principal Doug Robbins noted in his remarks that the role of teaching at this 301-972-0017

level is of-ten defined as teaching how to read, write, and solve math problems.
“While all of that is true, I believe in the early years our role is something even
greater. At the heart of our work is the responsibility to help our students to

http://www.donhoffacker.com

Continued on page 16.
St. Mal'y,S CathOliC A MASS SCHEDULE
Church llﬂu Saturday, July 26 - 4 pm

18230 Barnesville Road Al 2N
Barnesville, MD /::' i Regular Schedule
www.stmaryonline.com *g Ll;“- y Saturday @ 5:00 pm,
301-972-8660 e Sunday @ 8:30 and 10:30 am

Saturday, July 26

150th Annual Chicken Dinner from Noon - 6 pm

Jousting Tournament - 1 pm -4 pm
Maryland’s State Sport
Delicious Barbequed Chicken Dinner

Meals available for $20

Country Store, White Elephant, Crafts, Baked Goods, Snack Bar

Children’s Games (and some added surprises)

Indoor dining room seating and carry-outs available

All are Welcome!
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I School News

Students Teaching Students
About Social Media Safety

By Emma Biedron

On June 3, 2025, six members of Project Uplift, a student-led, mental health
advocacy club at Poolesville High School, gave a presentation about social media
and privacy to fifth grade students at Poolesville Elementary School.

Project Uplift was founded in 2023 by students passionate about benefiting the
community through mental health advocacy. They’re currently working on cre-
ating a safe space in the counseling office of Poolesville High School called the
Butterfly Room where students can go in times of crisis.

The members of Project Uplift understand the pressure having a cellphone
brings and volunteered to help teach the elementary school students how to pro-
tect themselves in the world of social media. Kyro Owusu, Astrid Tayman, Nana
Afriyie Opoku-Ware, Vibha Bantanur, Emma Biedron, and Cynthia Momanyi
began their presentation by asking how many of the fifth graders carried a
cellphone. Nearly half of the elementary students raised their hands.

Growing access to the internet at a young age means more elementary schoolers
are being introduced to social media. The Project Uplift team displayed a series
of fake Instagram posts that they had created, all of which contained personal
identifiable information (PII). The fifth graders were then tasked with analyzing
the posts to find the PII, which ranged from the sharing of weekend plans to
identifiers such as a license plate, a home address, and full names. The elemen-
tary students responded enthusiastically. Project Uplift shared findings from the
PEW Research Center that nearly ninety-one percent of all kids have posted a
photo of themselves publicly, seventy-one percent have posted their school name
and where they live, fifty-three percent have posted their e-mail address, and
twenty percent have posted their phone number.

The members of Project Uplift also shared a social experiment they had
performed to demonstrate the anonymity and potential dangers of social media.
They had created a fake Instagram account that claimed to be from an unnamed
Poolesville High School student. Project Uplift then used that account to follow
151 Poolesville students, 80 of whom followed back, despite not knowing who
was behind the anonymous account. Notably, only two of the eighty sent a direct
message asking who the anonymous “student” was. The person behind the
account could have been anyone simply posing as a high school student. By
following the anonymous account, the Poolesville students allowed an unknown
individual access to otherwise private photos, many of which contained PII, and
allowed the unknown poster the ability to privately message them. This part of
the presentation was met with gasps from the attentive fifth graders.

Through their presentation, Project Uplift taught the students the importance
of being cognizant of what personal information they may be posting, as well as
the potential dangers of following strangers online.

PHS students from Uplift Project talked about

the dangers of social media to PES students.

Continued from page 10.

The Montgomery County Agricultural Fair:
The Very Heart of Our Culture and History

Although the MCAC has always given top priority in the usage of the
grounds to county youth involved in 4-H and FFA activities, the fairgrounds
are rented throughout the year to businesses and community organizations for
shows, markets, meetings, receptions, banquets, and festivals. The revenue
brought in by these rentals provides the organization with the ability to make
improvements to the grounds for the comfort of fair patrons and rental clients.

The MCAC has been recognized by local and county governments as being
an integral part of the business community by making contributions to the
economic and social development of Gaithersburg and Montgomery County.

The MCAC continues its involvement in community service projects such as
its VIP program for children who are facing life-threatening illnesses. These
children and their families are treated to a special day during the fair.

Your French Neighborhood Restaurant in Friendship Heights

4907 Wisconsin Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20016

202.244.2044
www.lechatnoirrestaurant.com
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Farm-Raised, Freezer-Ready
CHICKEN, BEEF, GOAT, & PORK

Fresh Eggs, Moo Cow Ice Cream,
Goat Cheese, Goat Soap,
Poolesville Pickers BBQ Sauce,
Seasonal Products, Hand-Crafted Gifts

R.B. SAVAGE & SONS FARM LLC

Hours: Friday: 12-6 p.m. & Saturday 10-4 p.m.
23035 MT. EPHRAIM RD., DICKERSON
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Monocacy Lions
Celebrate 85 Years
Of Community Service

By Rande Davis

The Monocacy Lions Club held the
annual Charter Night at Crossvines in
a celebration and recognition of

service of members for 2025. The
group elected its leadership as follows:
Heidi Brenholz (President), Tom
Rojas (Vice President), Cathy Mattax
(Secretary), Scott Daniels (Treasurer),
Val Dickerson (Membership Chair),
Josh Maisel (Tail Twister), and newly-
elected Board of Directors, Suzanne
Tallia and Wendy Smith.

Dick Franklin was chosen to receive
the club’s highest honor, the Melvin
Jones Award. Named for the founder
of Lions Clubs International, the

Melvin Jones Fellowship Award is the
highest form of Lion recognition and
embodies humanitarian ideas consis-
tent with the nature and purpose of
Lionism. The recipient of this award
is a model member because of his or
her exemplary service to the club and
the community.

Lion of the Year was given to Cathy
Mattax and is presented each year
to a deserving Lion. who has best
supported the club’s objectives and
activities during the past year.

Dick Franklin received
the Melvin Jones Award,
the highest honor in Lionism.

The winner of the Lions Community
Service Award, Joan Carroll.

Monocacy Lions Secretary, Cathy
Mattax, awarded Lion of the Year.

Legacy of Service

Herb Brown received the Legacy
of Service Award which honors a
Lion who has demonstrated years of
outstanding service, unwavering loy-
alty, and heartfelt dedication to both
the club and the community.

Continued on page 15.

Tom Conlon awarded the Knights
of the Blind Pyramid, an award
honoring Helen Keller, who inspired
the organization to take on issues
of blindness as its primary mission.
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I Tidbits

Town Fishing Contest Great Success

The winners were:

Grand Prize:

Carson Kramek — Age 6-8

First Place:

Declan Hafner — Age 6-8

Abel Leibrand — Age 9-11

Jai Hurd — Age 12-14

Emmett Comaskey-Marcil - Age 15-16

The pond at John Poole Middle
School attracted a large turnout to
the annual fishing contest.

Grand Prize Winner:
Carson Kramek

Declan Hafner

Abel Leibrand

Emmett Comaskey-Marcil

Snakes as Hard as Stones

Schoolchildren contributed colorfully-
painted stones that they collected, and
placed in a row, forming a friendly
stone snake that has grown to over
twenty stones so far. I know snakes are
cold-blooded, I just didn’t know they
were stone-cold-blooded.

Poolesville Walking Club

Poolesville’s Walking Club, from the
Poolesville Seniors, meets at Whalen
Commons in the morning to walk
together for fun and their health. They
recently reproduced the iconic cover
from the Beatles album Abbey Road
this past June. In the picture are: Joan
Evans, Cathy Mattax, Madelon Stone,
Renita Talley, and Suzanne Tallia.
They like to “Come Together” every
morning “Because” “Oh! Darling!”
“Here Comes the Sun!” “The End!”

Schoolchildren contributed
colorfully-painted stones that

formed a friendly stone snake that
has grown to over twenty stones.

Poolesville’s Walking Club, from the Poolesville Seniors,
meets at Whalen Commons in the morning to walk together
for fun and their health. They reproduced the iconic Beatles

album cover, Abbey Road, this past June. Pictured are: Joan Evans,
Cathy Mattax, Madelon Stone, Renita Talley, and Suzanne Tallia.

Continued from page 14.

Monocacy Lions Celebrate 85 Years of Community Service

Knights of the Blind Pyramid: Tom Conlon

In honor of Helen Keller for challenging the Lions to “become Knights of
the Blind,” Tom Conlon was given the Knights of the Blind Pyramid Award.
This award honors an outstanding Lion who exemplifies dedication and
commitment to Lionism.

The club also recognized Joan Carroll for her many years of community
service. The Monocacy Lions Humanitarian Award is presented to a member
of the local community in recognition of unselfish commitment and tireless
service towards the betterment of the local community. As part of this award,
a $1,000 donation is made to a local charity of the recipient’s choice.
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I Things to Do

July 3
PACC Network Breakfast Meeting

Featuring Poolesville Pride. Locals
Restaurant. 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.

American Legion
Daniels-Jeffers Post 247

Monthly meeting. All veterans are
welcome. Calleva Offices. 7:00 p.m.

July 4
UMCVED Annual
Fireworks Celebration

Great food trucks (no alcohol, dogs, or
other pets). New this year: front row
box seats; call for info at 301-972-8719.
Music by: Brickyard Road Band (a
Lynyrd Skynyrd tribute band). $10 per
car. Located at the intersection of Hughes
Road and Sugarland Road. Gates open at
5:00 p.m.; fireworks at sunset.

July 12

UMCVED Pork and Beef Fundraiser
Join UMCVFD for a delicious BBQ
pork and beef fundraiser lunch. Offer-
ing slow-smoked BBQ pork and beef,
classic coleslaw, and hearty baked

beans. Enjoy your meal at our covered
tables or grab carryout. All proceeds

benefit our new Training and Activity
Center. Umcvfd.org/bbq. 301-972-8719.
Firehouse in Beallsville. 11:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. or until sold out.

July 16
PACC Networking and Happy Hour

Cash bar, light refreshments, free to
PACC members. Comus Inn and Beer
Garden, Dickerson. 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

July 20
D.C. Polo Society Polo Matches

This family-friendly event is a perfect
excuse to get dressed up and spend the
afternoon with friends and family.
Cash bar and food truck on-site. Chil-
dren under 12 free. $45 (includes one
complimentary beverage); tailgate:
$75. Congressional Polo Club, 14660
Hughes Road, Poolesville. Two matches
at 3:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m.

July 25
Friday on the Commons:
All Out "80s

Inflatables, food trucks, vendors, and
kids’ crafts, and games. Featuring beer
(Checkerspot Brewing Company,
Third Hill Brewing Company), and
wine (Metzger Winery). Music by Zach
Etheridge as DJ/EZ (6:00 p.m.) and Six
Daze, an "80s cover band (8:00 p.m.).
Whalen Commons. 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Continued from page 11.

PES Graduates 119 Students

become good people: People who
follow the golden rule, treating
others the way they would like to
be treated; people who can respect-
fully disagree and consider different
perspectives; above all, people who
others look at and say, ‘That is
someone I want to be around.”

He told them his wish for them
is that he hoped their days at PES
helped them to grow as readers,
writers, mathematicians, and curi-
ous learners. “But more importantly,
I hope you realize that the every-
day moments and lessons at PES
have helped shape you into
kinder, more thoughtful, and more
respectful individuals.”

With pride in their success and
with his warm wishes, he sent them
on their way by reminding them that
“being a good person will open
more doors and build stronger
relationships than anything else.”

After the ceremony, the students
celebrated with a fun-filled party
and picnic at Stevens Park.

Well Drilling
Geothermal Wells
Water Treatment

Pressure System
Well Pump

HYDROWELLS

(301)393-7090
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Additions — Kitchens  Baths  Decks  Porches

Relentless Service - [ese /7, & HOME RENOVATIONS

SI nce 1 979 DGLiuContractor.com 301-831-8776

MHIC: 6812 25400 Old Hundred Road ~ Dickerson, MD 20842
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Pride on Display at Locals Market

By Skylar Mullin

Despite a slight downpour, the second annual Poolesville Pride Fest drew a
lively crowd to Locals Farm Market on Saturday, June 14. Hosted by the Pooles-
ville Pride Club, the event celebrated the LGBTQ+ community and brought
together residents, vendors, and local performers.

Olivia (Olli) Paksima, Sam Cooper and Sabrina, leading

a member of the Poolesville Pride, members of the Poolesville Pride and
at her arts and crafts booth. those who made the opening speeches.

Elizabeth Ward, Kyro Owusu, Cachaca, Avery Savino, Oz Buchet, Vera
Samuels, members of Poolesville High School’s QSU and Project Uplift.

The festival was organized in partnership with the Upcounty Prevention
Network, Riverworks Art Center, and Locals and was funded by the MoCo Pride
Center and the Town of Poolesville. The lawn was transformed into a vibrant
marketplace. Booths included a photo booth with feather boas and fun costumes
provided by Siren Studio, Black Magic Crochet—an artisan shop showcasing
textile crafts—and Girl Scout Troop 31002, among many others. Two clubs from
Poolesville High School—Project Uplift and the Queer Student Union—shared
a booth and engaged energetically with other young attendees. The Rainbow
Defense Coalition was also present, providing support and ensuring a safe
environment for all guests.

Meanwhile, in the outdoor seating area of Locals, adorned with rainbow
decorations, a small stage hosted many different performances. The event kicked
off with opening remarks from members of Poolesville Pride, who thanked the
community for their support. Shortly after, drag queen Bella Naughty led a
“Drag Story Hour” and had children gathering on picnic blankets in front of the
stage for her animated storytelling.

Continued on page 27.

bakery
produce
breakfast
lunch
coffee
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wine
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I Local History

The Great Fires of Poolesville:
A Story of Tragedy and Heroism

By Jack Toomey and Rande Davis

Only a few long-time residents of Poolesville remember what the old business
section of town looked like. The center of commerce was grouped around the
intersection of Fisher Avenue and Route 109. Much of the business of the town was
conducted here, and where shopping centers stand today, there were farms and
stately homes. How many remember that the town was nearly destroyed during
three disastrous fires that happened with the last one seventy-two years ago?

In August of 1923, a fire started in the middle of the night. Most of the
commercial district was destroyed. Mrs. Helen Pumphrey, whose home was and
still stands directly across from the Poolesville Post Office on the site of the new
Ferry Crossing development, was fifteen at the time. She recalled in an interview
that she was asleep in her bedroom, when she was awoken “by all of the commo-
tion, and I looked out my window, and the whole sky was red.” She dressed and
raced up the street where she first helped others remove goods from the stores.
She recalled, “We formed a bucket brigade, but there was just not enough water.”
Most of the townspeople were trying to help, but retailers, including
Hoskinson’s Store, Spurrier’s Clothing and Furniture Store (a 4,200-square-foot
building), Fisher's Lemonade and Ice Cream, Wootton’s Store, and the town’s
post office were destroyed. Many other shops were damaged, including the
barber shop, a drug store, and some private residences.

After the fire of 1923, townspeople began to raise money for a water tower for
firefighting, but all the money was lost when the Central Trust Bank failed. It was
later taken over by the First National Bank which preceded M&T Bank.

In 1931, a fire broke out at the Kohlhoss & Sons Garage in the middle of town
(where Poolesville Tire is now located). On March 25, 1931, Joseph Butler, an
employee, came to work early and intended to light the stove for heat. He struck
amatch, but a fragment flew across the room and landed in a vat of gasoline that
was used to clean tools and machinery. The vat of gasoline exploded and set fire

to the building and to Mr. Butler’s
clothing. Butler ran out of the building
with his clothing on fire and dove into
a barrel of sitting rainwater. Butler was
injured, but since he was wearing two
pairs of trousers, he was protected
from life-threatening injuries. The
building and its contents, including
several automobiles, were destroyed
in the blaze, and only the fast action of
the Gaithersburg and Rockville Fire
Departments prevented the fire from
spreading to other buildings. It was
said that responding firemen could see
the smoke from at least six miles away.

Myrs. LeMarr, the hero of

the 1953 fire. While the flames
roared, the stork had to wait.

Ironically, one of the cars that was
destroyed was that of Lawrence Clagett, a former Montgomery County Police
officer, who had been killed in a fire just a few weeks before.

In September of 1935, another disastrous fire broke out in the middle of the
night. The post office had been moved to the Norris house on Norris Avenue
after the destruction of 1923. The fire was believed to have started there. Mr. and
Mrs. Harry White were asleep in the old building when the fire started. Newspa-
per accounts of the fire related that Mrs. Emma Kohlhoss and Mrs. Dora Hall
sounded the alarm and helped rescue the Whites. Mr. Charles Kohlhoss ran to
the scene of the fire but was severely burned when the door of the post office
collapsed on him. The post office was destroyed but an even greater disaster was
averted when the Rockville and Gaithersburg Fire Departments arrived and
managed to save the house of Mrs. Fannie Williams (the Frederick Poole House,
now occupied by Sugar Pea Vintage) who had a priceless collection of antiques
in her home. Tragically, a carload of firemen from Silver Spring overturned on
the sharp curve just outside of town as they raced to Poolesville.

In February 1953, another fire nearly destroyed the downtown section.
Mrs. Frances Le Marr, who lived on Elmer School Road, awoke during the night
with labor pains. She called her husband, who was at work, and he raced home

Continued on page 28.
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SUMMER VIBES
SOCIAL SERIES

Bring the whole family for an exciting day at the beautiful
Congressional Polo Club! Enjoy watching two action-packed
rounds of polo and grab a bite from our onsite bar and food
trucks or bring your picnic lunch with our tailgate package.

A
/\

Additional Information:

« Cash Bar On-Site

» Food Truck On-Site

« Children 12 and Under
Get In FREE!

Event Location:

Congressional Polo Club
14660 Hughes Road
Poolesville, MD 20837

This fun, family-friendly event is perfect to get dressed up
and spend the afternoon with friends and family. Bonus,
children 12 and under get in FREE!

PROUD
PARTNERS
WITH:

Event Schedule:

» Doors Open - 2:00pm

- Tst Match Starts - 3:00pm
- 2nd Match Starts - 4:00pm

Event Dates:

« Sunday, July 20th
- Sunday, August 3rd
» Sunday, September T4th

SCAN TO RSVP
AND LEARN MORE AFREE TAILGATE SPOT

www.dcpolosociety.eventbrite.com

ENTER TO WIN
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I Sports

The Congressional Polo Club:
Big Hats and Polo Ponies

By Jeff Stuart

If you are looking for something different to do with a little style attached
on these upcoming summer weekends, consider visiting the Congressional
Polo Club at 14660 Hughes Road in Poolesville. Don your big hats. Wear bright
colors. “To me, the polo player has elegance and imagination. It embodies a
sophisticated luxury and a timeless style,” said fashion designer Ralph Lauren.

On Sunday, July 20, from 2:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., the club will host the first of
their Summer Vibes Social Series. There will be picnic seating on the lawn. A
limited number of lawn seats are available. In a beautiful countryside setting,
there will be two rounds of polo featuring professional polo players, lawn games
and activities, music by local artists, a cash bar and food truck, and photo ops to
capture the day. General admission is $45 each.

“We are open four days a week,” said director and board member, Seema
Sharma. “Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Saturdays are mostly practice chukkers or
periods of play. Our competitive matches are on Sundays. We have polo match-
es. We do a lot of training and can match any level of play. We have a lot of
professional polo players at our club. We have players from India, Argentina,
and Chile. Sometimes, we have players from the UK and even Mongolia. We are
a private club, but from time to time, we host events that are open to the public.

The sport of kings!

“Oftentimes, polo is seen as an elite sport or something that not everyone can
be a part of. We are trying to break that perception. We are the closest polo venue
to Washington, D.C., so we want to introduce polo to Washington and to the
entire DMV region. We try to bring our costs down as much as we can, so if
someone wants to give it a try and wants to learn how to play polo, they can. We
are no more expensive than a tennis lesson or a piano lesson, probably cheaper.
We charge $135 for a lesson. We are kind of in that same ballpark. We think we
are in reach of a lot of people that are investing time in other sports. A horse is a
very expensive part of the equipment, obviously, but we provide you with a
horse for an hour-long lesson. For us, it takes us thirty minutes before the lesson
to pack and get the horse ready. Then after the lesson, it takes another twenty
minutes to take all the equipment off the horse and hose the horse down, so
when we teach an hour lesson, it takes two and a half hours for us. Then there is
the cost of maintenance for the horse. We are not in this for profit at all. I run the
club, but I volunteer my time. I do not take a salary. There is no money exchanged
between me and the club. I do what I do because I love the sport, and I want to
create awareness, so anyone who wants to give it a try and see if they even have
a knack for it, we offer lessons that are very affordable, priced at about $400 a
month, including grooming services. That is for four lessons a week, sixteen for
the entire month.

“We want to bring more people from around the world into the sport. We are
doing our part here in the D.C. area. Robert Kinsler is our liaison with D.C. Fray.
Our partnership with that organization over the past five years has helped us
reach out to a wider portion of the D.C. area.”

Continued on page 21.
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Continued from page 20.
The Congressional Polo Club: Big Hats and Polo Ponies

“Typically, during our social events, there is an MC at the polo matches to help
explain the game and provide a little insight for those who are unfamiliar,” said
Robert, who also serves as the club’s social entertainment leader. “There will also
be foreign and exotic cars on display on the site. There are small activities and
lawn games for the kids. You can take pictures with the horses. The club is look-
ing for membership but is reaching out to those who want to learn how to play
polo or just learn about the game. If you have your own horse, you might con-
sider boarding the horse there. If you are learning how to play, it is nice to have
your horse on site. There is a tradition in polo where you go out and stomp on a
divot that has been created by the players during the game and help push it back
into the ground. It is a fun afternoon. I have been doing it for several years. With
the disruption of COVID, things are getting back to normal. We are excited to be
part of the local community here in Poolesville. We help with local fundraisers
through ticket sales. We try to be involved. Our mission is to make fun possible.

DC Polo is so much more than an equestrian sport, it’s a social extravaganza!

We make fun social events and organize social leagues in sports such as football,
soccer, kickball, softball, and volleyball, and other events. Their events are held
at locations throughout the city of Washington and the surrounding areas,
including Tysons, Virginia, so the Congressional club offers participation in
those sports as well.”

The club hosts Copa de Congressional Club competition at 11:00 a.m. on
July 26 and 6:00 p.m. on July 27.

D.C. Polo Society has teamed up with Poolesville local Amy Baker’s luxe
catering business, Eat Picnic Explore, to take your tailgate to the next level.
Picture this: a beautifully styled picnic with rugs and plush pillows, low tables
adorned with florals, sparkling glassware, and gourmet handcrafted charcute-
rie—all set up and waiting for you fieldside. It's the ultimate in effortless
elegance, where you can sip, snack, and socialize in style while taking in the
action. This exclusive package includes a curated three-hour luxe picnic experi-
ence, with charcuterie by our partner Graze & Savor, ice, and sparkling water,
and all set up and clean up. Order at eatpicnicexplore.com/dcpolo.

“A polo handicap is a person’s ticket to the world,” said Sir Winston Churchill.

Custom Bath FOO mS

301-943-2403

jeffhartman@earthlink.net
www.jthartmancontracting.com

MHIC#90555

J.T. Hartman
Contracting llc

Serving Poolesville and Western Montgomery County for over 20 years
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Where friends come for great food and good times!

We'll be closed
Takeout Buckets! on the Fourth!
Make your
picnic easy!
Order our takeout
(8 or 12 piece)
Fried Chicken
Family Buckets
onJuly 3!

Sunday Brunch!
19950 Fisher Ave., Poolesville 301-972-7443

FINE EARTH LANDSCAPE

AWARD-WINNING DESIGN AND INSTALLATION

PROFESSIONAL LANDSCAPE DESIGN—BEAUTIFUL PLANTINGS
PATIOS, TERRACES, AND WALKWAYS—MASONRY AND WOOD WALLS

TeL: 301 - 972 - 8810 DECKS, PERGOLAS, AND ARBORS—PONDS AND WATERFALLS FINEEARTH.COM
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I Remembrance

Timothy Drew Hilton

Timothy Drew Hilton, “Tim,” 60, of
Barnesville, went to be home with
Jesus on June 5, 2025. Born on May 16,
1965, in Frederick, he was the son of
Bill and Shirley Hilton of Barnesville.

Tim graduated from Poolesville
High School in 1986 where he would
later return to work in security. He
was also employed by McDonald’s in
Poolesville around the same time. Tim
was a former Corporate Member of the
UMCVED and was very proud of it.

Tim was known for his generous spirit and no-complain attitude. Anyone that
knew him loved him.

Surviving besides his parents are two brothers, Woody (Lisa) and Brent
(Lynn); three nieces, Brittany Fields (Mat), Stephanie Brady (Eddie), and
Christina Hopkins (Dylan); one nephew, Cole Hilton; two great-nieces, Addie
and Emma; and two great-nephews, Cooper and Rye.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in Tim’s name to either Special
Olympics Maryland or St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

Timothy Drew Hilton

July
A very pleasant month is this

Fresh zephyrs fan the thrifty trees
The oaks, the elms, the willows,
The lake's face caressed by the breeze
In imitation of the seas,
Is flecked with tiny billows.
-Robert F. Skillings

To be in a country town.
The sunlight doth the foliage kiss,
Each verdant leaflet beams with bliss,
| see not one that’s brown.

Protect the Ag Reserve

Ongoing and new challenges to the environment, farmland,
and open space in our area require persistent vigilance.

W Solar installations on farms.

A new state law—The Renewable Energy
Certainty Act—aims to significantly expand
solar energy generation in Maryland. It

does that, in part, by giving solar companies
easier access to farmland, including over
5,000 additional acres in the Ag Reserve. SCA
strongly supports solar and renewable energy.
But we oppose the placement of large solar
facilities on good quality farmland.

B Waste management. Montgomery County’s planned overhaul of its

waste disposal and recycling systems is nearing launch. We continue to urge
speedy closure of the Dickerson trash incinerator as part of the plan. The
incinerator is the county’s single largest source of pollution and greenhouse gases.

M Data Centers. A proposal to build a data center and battery storage
campus in Dickerson continues to move forward, albeit slowly. Along with
Montgomery Countryside Alliance, we are closely monitoring the county’s
assessment of the proposal. If approved, the project would be the largest
real estate and industrial development in our area in decades.

You can read about these issues and more on SCA’s website.

OTHER SCA INITIATIVES

v Promoting regenerative agriculture

¢ Monitoring “agritourism” in the Ag Reserve

v Preventing development near Sugarloaf Mountain

¢ Tracking energy infrastructure projects that threaten farmland

SCA is having a farm-to-table fundraising dinner on Sept. 27.
Save the date. More details will come later this summer.

Help us advocate on behalf of the Ag Reserve. Consider becoming
an SCA member and supporter. For more information, visit
sugarloafcitizens.org or email us at info@sugarloafcitizens.org

SUGARLOAF CITIZENS ASSOCIATION
P.0. BOX 218, DICKERSON, MD 20842
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I Mystery History

The Fading History
Of Woodstock
Equestrian Park

By Rande Davis

Travelers and commuters see
Woodstock  Equestrian Park on
Route 28 north of Beallsville and may
have wondered about the cluster of
stone and framed buildings aban-
doned just above the entrance on the
eastern section of the park.

While horse riders and even Mud
Festivals may obscure the view of the
remains of the Brewer Farm on the
property, the imaginative historian
might sense the spirits of George
Washington, J.E.B. Stuart, and Confederate Gen. Jubal Early galloping their
horses along the ridgeline.

Those historic legends have since departed, and today, the only occupants of
the buildings are the pigeons that perch in a door opening of the crib barn on the
property of our mystery history focus: the Brewer Farm.

The Brewer Farm was a section of the original 1,102-acre land grant known as
Woodstock Manor. It is that parcel of 583 acres of land that was left after
519 acres of Woodstock Manor were sold to George Washington on January 13,
1794. Maddeningly for today’s consumer, the property sold for $12 to $15 per
acre. Dr. William Brewer, who held a medical degree from the University of
Pennsylvania Medical School, is from a German family originally from Anne
Arundel County. He and his wife, Mary Chiswell, had fifteen children.

William George Brewer was

born in 1850 and died in 1944.

The Farmhouse on Brewer Farm.

The Story of the Brewer Farm: The Mysteries at Rosehill

William George Brewer was born in 1850 and died in 1944. William George
Brewer married Ida White on Mary 16, 1872 and moved into the farmhouse
shortly after their marriage. The colonial-style home, no longer there, stood
directly in front of the cluster of buildings visible from Route 28. While their fam-
ily had the house built for their marriage, it was not completed until some time
after the wedding. In fact, when the couple returned from their wedding trip, the
Brewer family held the reception in the foundation of the partially-constructed

Continued on page 25.

o

Lewis Orchards

PEACHES
Fresh Pies Available: Thurs-Sat

M Cabbage-Green M Sugar Snaps ¥ Peaches - White . .

M Cabbage-Purple M Beets-Golden M Peaches - Yellow Comlng Later in ]lﬂy
M Green Beans M Beets-Red M Apricots M Sweet Corn M Watermelons
M Fresh Garlic M Onions-Sweet M Raspberries M Tomatoes M Cantaloupes
M Radishes M Collard Greens M Blackberries M Eggplant M Plums

M Squash-yellow B Kohlrabi M Blueberries M Peppers- All Kinds M Okra

M Squash-Eight Ball M Leafy Lettuce ¥ Nectarines

M Squash-Patty Pan M Romaine Lettuce

M Zucchini-Yellow & Green M Cilantro Mg Basil Plants M Cucumbers: Slicing and Pickling

Most current list of produce available on Instagram
Dairy Products & Eggs: Butter; McCutcheon’s jams, jellies, preserves, sauces, and salad dressings; Poolesville
Pickers BBQ sauces; and Boar’s Head Cheeses and Cold Cuts.

OPEN

9:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9-5
301-349-4101

Route 28 &
Peach Tree Rd.
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Continued from page 24.
The Fading History of Woodstock Equestrian Park

house. It is easy to imagine that festive gala today since the reception would have
been just in front of the stone buildings that are there now.

In the 1860s, Charles Johnson, along with Harriet Carr and her four children,
were slaves on the Brewer farm. Some report that log structures, originally
located directly south of the manager’s house, served as slave quarters. On the
other hand, the descendants always referred to this tenant house as “the quar-
ters” which lends credence to the theory that it was the slave quarters. The
mystery as to which theory is right will have to continue for now. By 1870,
Mary Johnson and her five children were servants on the farm. Interestingly,
Mary’s husband, Charles, left the farm much earlier to fight in the Civil War. The
most intriguing structures still standing are two Seneca sandstone buildings.

The larger one is referred to as the tenant (manager’s) house, and the otheris a
springhouse. The construction date is estimated to be around 1861. These struc-
tures are excellent examples of our agricultural heritage and of Seneca stone
construction. In the 1700s and 1800s, the Potomac River near the mouth of the
Seneca Creek was rich with sandstone and marble. The Seneca Quarry was
located on the C&O Canal near the town of Seneca. This building was used to
keep perishables cold by running spring water through a built-in tub.

The largest remaining structure is the decaying crib-barn, a wooden-framed
structure that had the hay hoisted into the loft above, while placing animals or
goods in the cribs below.

The late Walter and Audrey Pritchard of Dickerson, the last family to properly
care for the home, lived in the farmhouse in the late 1960s and raised their four
children there. Back then, the crib barn made a terrific basketball court, according
to Mrs. Pritchard. Mrs. Pritchard also reported uncovering many beautiful
rosebushes in the yard which is understandable since the property at one time is
reported to have been called Rosehill. After the Pritchards moved out, the subse-
quent occupants did not take particularly good care of the home, and it decayed
and was eventually torn down. Many members of the Brewer family are buried
in the Monocacy Cemetery in Beallsville, just a half mile south of the site.

POOLESVILLE AREA
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

PACC Networking & Happy Hour
Wednesday, July 16t" 5-7PM

The Comus Restaurant & Beer Garden
23900 Old Hundred Rd, Dickerson, MD

Details:

* Free to PACC Members & Guests
*Cash Bar

* Light Refreshments

* No registration required
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I Remembrance

Raymond “Butch”
David Evans, 111

Raymond “Butch” David Evans, III,
73, of Poolesville, passed away
suddenly on June 20, 2025.

Butch was the loving husband of
Barbara “Bobbie” Lynn Evans for
fifty years.

Born on December 5, 1951 in
Washington, D.C., he was the son of
the late Raymond David Evans, Jr. and .

Freddie Mae Henderson.

Butch was survived by his wife, Bobbie; daughter, Kristy West (Christopher);
four grandchildren, Makaela, Charles, Katelynn West, and Ryan Evans; and
Ryan’s mother, Elizabeth Brown.

He was preceded in death by his parents and one son, Michael Evans.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be made in his memory to the
Upper Montgomery County Volunteer Fire Department

Continued from page 18.

Pride on Display at Locals Market

A live performance by the Riverworks Wind Ensemble was followed by a
presentation by Story Tapestries of “Identity through Poetry & Visual Art,”
which showcased creative work by local students and families. Local artists
and musicians continued to perform throughout the evening as attendees
browsed the booths and enjoyed local food. As the evening came to a close,
Poolesville Pride Fest wrapped up its second year with another successful
celebration of community.

SERVICES: graphic design desktop publishing web design and web dev

Design team for the
Monacacy Monocle!

branding copywriting video editing voice-overs
RT N

NY
A eluticns 11.C

business.art.technology

sales@anyartsolutions.com
www.anyartsolutions.com

301.602.4367

We bring all these services under one roof,
Right here in Poolesville!!

Tags & Title Service

19900 Fisher Ave.
(Next to the Post Office)
Cell: 301-640-0255
Office: 240-207-3423
ARWIRELESSMD@gmail.com

AT&T,
VERIZON, &
T-MOBILE
CELLUAR
Computer SERVICE

Sales & Service

Academic struggles and
behavior problems are
rarely because a child is
stupid, bad, or lazy ...

Anne M. Shapiro, Ph.D.

Licensed Psychologist
Specializing in Neuropsychology

Joan L. Grant, M.Ed.

Executive Functioning Coach

Evidence-Based Psychological
Assessment, Diagnosis & Treatment

20528 Boland Farm Road # 207, Germantown, MD 20876

(301) 337-2366 © ashapiro@upcountyneuropsych.com
www.upcountyneuropsych.com
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Making Changes in Poolesville Stirs Controversies

these are two separate entities. Many of the comments seemed to assume that the
commissioners, and particularly the president of the commission, control the
planning and development process and can make decisions pretty much as they
want without enough regard for the public interest. This is based on a faulty
understanding of the authority of the commissioners, the town president, and
the role of the Planning Commission.

The Planning Commission and town commissioners have shared responsibility
for guiding the future development of the town; however, under Maryland law
and the town ordinances, it is actually the Planning Commission, not the
commissioners, that reviews and makes decisions on subdivision requests and
site plans; and it is the Planning Commission that has the power to approve,
deny, or approve with conditions, basing its decisions on applicable zoning
codes, subdivision regulations, and development regulations. In this case, the
Planning Commission functions in a formal, decision-making role. The decisions
made by the Planning Commission are final and do not go through a further
process with the local legislative body (the Poolesville Town Commission),
although they can be appealed. (NOTE: With regard to Zoning Ordinances,
which establish regulations for the use of land and standards for development
within town, the Planning Commission does make recommendations to the
commissioners which must approve them.)

The Comprehensive Plan for the Town, formerly known as the Master Plan, is
not developed by the town commissioners but rather the Planning Commission.
The commissioners vote on the final product, but the process of developing
Comprehensive Plans involves extensive research and a lot of public input.

The Planning Commission just revised the Comprehensive Plan and held
hearings, solicited public input, and also conducted surveys and citizen-listening
sessions, like the public-idea-gathering session on Whalen Commons that was
well-advertised and open to all, including folks who live in the broader Upcounty.
Public ideas and input are not only sought extensively but help shape the town’s
vision for the future.

Planning Commission members are not elected, they are appointed. They are
concerned local citizens just like you who give freely of their time to do a very
hard job. I was on the Planning Commission for ten years, and I was in awe of the
commitment and abilities of my fellow Planning Commission members and their
shared love of the community.

The “Mayor” and Our Commission Form of Government:

We have a commission form of local government. While we have informally
referred to the president of the commission as “mayor” on occasion, that person
is not a chief executive and does not hold the powers of a mayor. Some of the
comments also seemed to assume our town president can somehow exercise
stronger leverage and has more power over town affairs to make unilateral deci-
sions than the other four commissioners. Under our form of government, five
commissioners are elected at-large and, for the most part, are equals.

In our government, one of the commissioners is elected president by the other
commissioners, but other than setting the agenda, acting as the lead and voice for
the town in many relationships with other governments and organizations, and
usually working more closely on a day-to-day basis with the Town Manager
and staff than other commissioners, he or she is not more “powerful” than the
other commissioners.

Impact of Public Input:

There have also been comments suggesting that no one listens, that money or
power is all that matters. All you have to do is go back to the original Willard
proposal, which envisioned a development of some ninety-plus houses, includ-
ing townhomes, to see that strong public opposition did have a significant
impact. Not only were townhomes left out of the plan due to public opposition,
the total number of homes to be built in the development was cut by a third.

Further, the Willards agreed to construct a number of rain gardens in the
development, to build a new walking path from Whalen Commons up to the area
where the John Poole House and Locals are located, greatly improving the walk-
ability and safety of this part of town, are paying for streetscape improvements
which will help improve the safety and beauty of Fisher Avenue in this area, and
are building a parking lot for the John Poole House at their expense. All of this
was done due to the willingness of the Willards to work with the town, the hard
work of the Planning Commission, and the strong views of the public. Public
input does matter, and in a town like ours, where people know each other and

where local officials are approachable and work on a voluntary basis, the public’s
views matter even more.

Water Tap Allocations for Developments:

Some of the comments also seemed to assume that an application for
development and for water and sewer access means that a development pro-
posal is on some sort of “fast track.” Application and approval are not the same.
For example, the recently-proposed new development on Norris Road does not
have forty-four water taps approved, not by any stretch. The process has just
begun, and it may take a long time, if ever, for taps to be awarded. This process
is also not under the control of the commissioners, although they must make the
final approval of the water allocation plan that is adopted every three years.

It is the Planning Commission, again, that reviews all requests for water
allocations and makes decisions based on a range of factors, including the ongo-
ing studies that the town and its engineer and staff do on a regular basis of the
water system, the limits imposed by the Maryland Department of the Environ-
ment on how much water can be withdrawn from the aquifer, and input from
the public.

All potential development projects follow town guidelines providing that, in
the event of unforeseen circumstances which limit or reduce the capacity of the
water system, the Poolesville Town Commissioners may reduce, limit, or cease
granting water allocations. The town has been regularly studying and reporting
on its water system as required by state law and because of its own desire to en-
sure protection of its water system. It held hearings recently and took input from
its own hydrologist, Kathy Mihm, and Pat Hammond, a respected hydrologist
hired by the Montgomery Countryside Alliance to do his own analysis. I was
impressed by both presentations, and I am sure the commission and the Plan-
ning Commission will be taking all of this information into account when
looking at this proposed development.

Let’s Have a Productive Debate:

While I am glad to see so much citizen interest, I do have concerns that some
of the assertions and allegations about the process, about the town’s willingness
to listen, and about town leaders, in some cases simply because of their profes-
sion, are not accurate. I do not think we should ever question the motives of
others or make allegations against them or the town’s procedures or failure to
follow them unless we have good evidence to back up our concerns. We need
to remember that these are volunteers giving of their time and talents. They
deserve our respect unless there is clear evidence they have violated the public’s
trust. Let’s debate the issues, learn about what is being proposed together, and
have a constructive dialog.

Continued from page 19.

The Great Fires of Poolesville: A Story of Tragedy and Heroism

and picked her up to take her to the hospital. He recalled smelling a fire first,
then “I saw flames shooting from the building on the main corner.” He stopped
his car at his sister-in-law’s house, who lived two doors from the building on
fire, and telephoned the fire department. As Mrs. Le Marr sat in the car, “There
was a roar, and the whole flaming structure seemed to explode.” Although
about to give birth, she had insisted her husband stop and call the fire depart-
ment before heading to the hospital. They were credited with saving many
lives and the property of storekeepers and residents. Volunteer firefighters
Daniel Breeden and George Hilliard took quick action and moved furniture
and clothing from their house which was threatened by flames and moved two
trucks from behind the buildings that were on fire.

Shortly after their arrival at the hospital, Mrs. LeMarr gave birth to a baby
boy. The Upper Montgomery County Volunteer Fire Department responded
to the scene, and to their dismay, they found that an eight-thousand-gallon
cistern was empty, and they had to string hoses to pump water from a farm
pond a mile from town. The Odd Fellows Hall, which housed a barber shop on
the first floor, and a vacant building that had housed the Elgin Brothers Drug
Store were destroyed, and the Poolesville Plumbing and Heating Company
building was damaged.

It has been over seventy-two years since a significant fire has affected the
Poolesville commercial district. A professional firefighting force, improved fire
codes, and inspections have prevented other fires. Today, the vacant spaces
and parking lots near this corner give a stark reminder of the disastrous fires
that happened here in the early part of the twentieth century.
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THREE FARMERS CSA

JOIN US IN 2025

WEEKLY SHARES OF FRESH, LOCAL PRODUCE MAY
THROUGH NOVEMBER

« Pick up from any one of three nearby farms
« Pick up available on Wednesday or Saturday

week Spring, Fall, or Summer Shares Available Now!

« Full Season (30 weeks), Bi-Weekly (15 weeks), or 10-

sugar pea vinlage

19960 FISHER AVENUE

POOLESVILLE, MD
240.787.7778

Business Hours

Fnday 10:00am-7:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-7:00pm
Sunday 10:00am-5:00pm

creative curation get connected

ANTIQUES
UNIQUE VINTAGE ITEMS
NEW AND REFINED
FURNITURE
ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE
HOME DECORATION

INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES
AVAILABLE
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Poolesville Area:

We’re Open
for Business.

Morningstar
Welding, LLC

COMMERCIAL, FARMING, &
RESIDENTIAL WELDING

301-349-2702
17612 Elgin Road — Poolesville

%66[//5 %%7&//?06 %}( %/ﬂ/ﬂ/

Image Is Everything
Hair Services
for the Whole Family!
Walk-ins Welcome

301-349-3773

19623 B Fisher Ave. Poolesville

Hours: Mon. & Tue. 10-7:30, Wed. 10-6,
Thur. 10-7:30, Fri. 10-5, Sat. 9:30-5:30

BUSH HOGGING

LAND CLEARING
FORESTRY MULCHING

301-461-4146

Complete
Residential
Renovations

New Custom Homes

Since 2003 Additions
Licensed & Insured Bath_rooms &
General Contractor Kitchen

301-349-0143 Upgrades

Hug043 @msn.com Interior & Exterior

Violin Lessons
Boyds, MD

Over 15 Years’ Experience
Sassmannshaus Method Certification

d2violin@gmail.com
301-407-0001

G&G

LAND CLEARING
BUSH HOGGING
FORESTRY MULCHING

301-461-4146

Subscribe to the Monocacy Monocle ($31.80 per year)
The Monocacy Monocle * POB 372 ¢ Barnesville, MD 20838-0372

editor@monocacymonocle.com * www.monocacymonocle.com
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Celebrating 36 Years of Service

Protecting Your Animals and Yourself
from Extreme Summer Temperatures

Peter H. Eeg, DVM

The arrival of summer makes families and their pets head outside
to enjoy the sunshine and road trips. Bringing your furry pals along
is a fun and entertaining option on trips. Follow “beat the heat”
guidelines for you, your kids, and your pets.

Veterinarians across the country typically see spikes in pet health
emergencies during the warmer months, according to the American
Veterinary Medical Association. These include emergencies such
as heat stroke and injuries from excessively hot surfaces.

In 2024, 111 animal deaths that resulted from heat-related issues
and another 388 animals that were rescued from the heat were
reported to PETA.

Heat stroke is a major summer emergency and is most commonly
seen in ‘short-nosed’ dogs such as bulldogs and pugs. They cannot
release heat the same way that dogs with longer noses can, this
makes it extra important to keep them out of the heat, avoid
overexercising them, and always have water and shade on hand.
During extreme heat events, all pets and outdoor animals are at
greater risk of heat-related injury or death.

When temperatures are high, something as simple as taking
your dogs for a walk on a trail could be dangerous or even
life-threatening for them. They are already wearing fur coats,
so cooling is extra hard for them to do. Dehydration is just as
big an issue for your pets and outside animals as it is for you.

While travelling, take precautions to keep your pets safe by
knowing the forecast and preparing for high heat conditions
for you and your pet.

Have a supply of cool water available for you and your pets in your
vehicle. One gallon per person and animal is a good rule. Make
more frequent stops to allow for water breaks. Be sure your pets
and kids are on a leash. If they were to run off in high heat periods,

the chances they will suffer heatstroke quicker than you can find
them is always present.

On hot days, pay special attention to any changes in your pets’
behavior. Excessive panting, drooling, shaking, and the inability
to get up or respond to you are key indicators of heat stress. If
you are ever concerned, it is time to call your veterinarian or the
closest animal ER.

When the air temperature is above 95° E, pets cannot cool
themselves, and heatstroke can occur rapidly. Shade alone will
not protect your pets from the heat. Having cool water in a bowl
with a slow running source of water can be critical. Box fans can
move the air, but if it is hot, it will not cool them.

Keep a rectal thermometer on hand when there are excess heat
warnings. If your pet’s temperature is above 105° F, that is a
critical time to get them help.

Immediately call your veterinarian to let them know you are
coming in with a possible heat-stroke pet. As you prepare to
go to the veterinarian, get your pet completely wet with cool
(not cold) water. Alcohol poured onto the abdomen and the
insides of the back legs and front legs can help reduce high
fevers. Run cool water over their gums and tongue, if possible,
also to help them cool.

Getting your overheated pet to your veterinarian or veterinary ER
within 15 minutes of finding them with heatstroke can mean the
difference between life and death for him or her.

Golden rule: If you think it is too hot, it is too hot. Keep yourselves
and your furry friends inside where cooler temperatures are
present. Go outside early in the morning or later in the evening
when temperatures go below 85°F.

Poolesville Veterinary Clinic

DR. EEG AND THE ENTIRE VETERINARY STAFF ARE DEDICATED TO PROVIDING
THE HIGHEST QUALITY VERTERINARY CARE WITH A PERSONAL TOUCH.

PREVENTIVE HEALTH CARE ¢ LASER SURGERY ¢ ACUPUNCTURE e DENTAL CARE
LASER THERAPY e FIBEROPTIC VIDEO SCOPE « ADVANCE IN-HOUSE LABORATORY
MICROCHIPPING e DIGITAL RADIOGRAPHY e GERIATRIC HEALTH MANAGEMENT
PAIN MANAGEMENT e BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION ¢ REPRODUCTION
Open Monday — Friday 7:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Saturday 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., CLOSED ON SUNDAY
Like us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter, Visit us on Foursquare 18

19639 Fisher Avenue, Poolesville ¢ 301-972-7705

www.poolesvilleveterinaryclinic.com e« info@poolesvilleveterinaryclinic.com
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19920 Fisher Ave, Poolesville, MD 20837 = (301)349-3880

@ FULL-SERVICE AUTO REPAIR SHOP @

TIRES

Tires to fit your needs & your budget

REPAIRS

Expert service performed by ASE Certified Technicians

MAINTENANCE

Scheduled maintenance on Foreign & Domestic models

WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT
NEW! Now offering windshield replacement

www.poolesvilletire.com

AUTO KEYS

* KEY FOBS * KEYLESS ENTRY REMOTES *
* TRANSPONDERS * SMART KEYS * CHIP KEYS *x
* FLIP KEYS * EMERGENCY BLADES *
* PROGRAMMING * KEY CUTTING *

19920 Fisher Ave, Poolesville, MD 20837
@(301)349-3880 = poolesvilleauto@yahoo.com

FULL-SERVICE
BODY SHOP

e e e ke e e ke

ALL INSURANCE WELCOME!

e e ok e ke ek
Over 35 years of experience
Call to schedule a custom quote today
e ok ke ke ek
COLLISION SPECIALIST 19920 Fisher Ave, Poolesville, MD 20837

(301)349-4550




